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fron the State of New Hampshire ; and tenders to his widow 
re sympathy in this most atilictive bereavement.” 

‘ Ordered, That the Secretary communicate a copy ot 

ng resolution to the widow of the deceased, and, 


e communicate these proceedings to the House 


re ntatives. 
Mr. HIBBARD rose and said: Mr. Speaker, 
e tones of eloquent eulogy which announced the 
the illustrious statesman of Alabama 
have hardly ceased to linger in these halls ere 

messaze from the Senate reminds us of the de- 
cease of an eminent member of that body—the 
Hon. Cuartes G. Arunerton, of New Hamp- 
shire. And while lam glad to pay my humble 

ute to his memory, the duty is yet sad and 
‘ul. It awakens anew our recollections of the 
lic bereavement. Itthrills, alas, but too keenly, 
in many hearts, the freshly sundered ties of do- 
mestic affection and persona! friendship. 

It was said by one of the gifted of ancient 

vs, that no man’s life should be accounted 
h Vv until it had ended. For we know not 
what clouds may darken the setting of the most 
brilliant meridian sun. Tried by this rule even, 


e life of ATHERTON must be deemed a most 
prosperous one. Learning, intellect, wealth, and 
aist ction, all were his, His publie career Was 


one ascending series of honors, fairly won and 








wol sustained. (lulet and unostentatious in 
pr te life he enjoyed the respect ind FO rd will 

r while those so fortunate as to be numbered 
among his familiar friends, were bound to him as 
with hooks of steel. He was a gentleman of 


unsullied probity, and a high sense of personal 
honor. No serious illness is known ever to have 
ifficted him, until that fearful stroke which con- 
signed him so suddenly, though with little ap- 
parent agony, to an untimely grave—retaining his 
of the time until the 
final moment. He knew from the first attack that 
his end was nigh. He met it like one prepared. 
Calmly, and without fear, 


entire consciousness for most 


, he sank to rest, 
By all his country’s wishes blest.’? 
The family of Atherton has long been noted 
in New Hampshire for talent and accomplishment. 
Sut it has become extinct, in the direct line, with 
the subject of these remark 
CHarLes Gorpon ATHERTON was born at 
Amherst, in Hillsborough county, New Hamp- 
shire, July 4, 1804. He graduated at Cambridge 
University, with unusual reputation for ability 
\ 


and scholarship,at an early age. Hestudied law 


in the office of his distinguished father, Hon. 
Charles H. Atherton, was admitted to the bar at 
the age of twenty-one, and established himself in 
business in the town of Dunstable, now Nashua, 
in his native county. In his profession his success 
was decided, and his rise rapid. His mind clear, 
logical, and strong, with the ballast of excellent 
common sense, the adornments of a quick fancy 
and a cultivated taste, was admirably adapted to 
the studies and the laborsof the law. So faras was 
permitted by the interruptions of political life he 
continued to the last in the active practice of his 
chosen profession. As a lawyer, it is not too 
much to say of him that he stood in the front rank 
of a bar which has always been fruitful of legal 
strength and acumen. His place was side by side 
with such compeers as Pierce, Woodbury, Park- 
er, Bartlett, and Bell—following, not unworthily, 
in the path of those earlier ‘‘ giants of the law,”’ 
Webster, Mason, and Jeremiah Smith. 

In 1830, if I rightly remember, hecommenced his 
public career as a representative from Nashua in 
the New Hampshire Legislature. In this office he 
was continued for a period of several years. He 
was Speaker of the House of Representatives for 
the last three of those years. In March, 1837, 
he was chosen one of the Representatives of New 
Hampshire, in the National Congress, where he 
remained for three successive terms. At the ex- 
piration of that period he was transferred to the 
Senate of the United States for the term of six 
years. In November, 1852, he was again elected 
to the Senate, and occupied a seatin that body 
during the Executive session succeeding the inau- 
uration of President Pierce, in March last. 


- 


J 





Ata term of court held at Mane 
vember, Mr. ATHERTON was prese 
engaged in professional business W hile star 
ing in his place in the bar conversing with ano 


ar 





counselor, respectin he disposition of Luse, 
he was striken with paralys tle was carried 
to his rooms, where he lingered i few da in 

lethargic State, and, on thé loth of Novem I 


ne breathed nis last 
I shall not, Mr. Speaker, dwell in detail upor 


the events of his public life. They are part and 


parcel of the records of the legislative dies in 
which heserved. As was said the other day of the 
lamented King, he was a party man With hi 
earnestness of conviction, and decided habits of 
action, he cou d not have been ot} erwise. B the 


was free from that spirit of acrimony which often 





adds asperity to the discussions and strugvles of 
political lite. He was slow to censure, and d¢ 
notin harsh invective. The general character of 


his 8} eech was clear, terse,and convincing, rather 


than impassioned or fervidly eloquent. But there 
were times when his Ss seeme t hed as with 
a coal from the very altar of truth, and poured 
forth “thoughts that Dreathe and wort that 


burn.’’ He was a statesman of the Jeilersonia 

school—a fair exponent of that political faith to 
which our State has been, for a long period of 
years, so firmly and uniformly devoted. He was 
a rigid economist ol public hnance, a strict ob- 
server of the provisions of the Constitution, 
strictly construed; a stern and unflinching de- 
fender of rue RIGHTS OF THE States. No fe 
ture of his political lite was more dis 
marked than his active and uncompromising op- 
position to all assaults upon the rights and tnsti- 
tutions of the several States; from what source 
soever they came, and to whatever quarter they 
were directed. 
erally showered upon him for this cause, in times 


Reproach and obloquy were lib- 


of excited sectional controversy. But it moved 
him not. Cool and self-reliant, confident of the 
future, and regardless of present consequences, 
he steadily pursued the path his judgment had 
marked out. 


The timid good might stand aloof, 


ght frown, yet blen ihe not. 


The sage w 

His str ught-forw ardness of conduct commanded 
respect, if it did not always produce 
He trusted to time to make manifest the purity of 


rreement. 


his motives and the propriety of his acts. If it 
would not savor too much ¢ f partis in di 
for this occasion, | would say that the day of clear 
and triumphant vindi ation to which he looked 
forward HAS ALREADY COME. 

But a few weeks ago, | saw him in the scene of 


his last professional labors. Of all those present 


there was no one who would not have been se- 
lected as the first probable victim of the great 
Destroyer as soon as he. Absorbed in profes- 
sional engagements, his mind yet found time to 
dwell upon the anticipated duties of his senato- 
rial station, to which he was proposing soon to 
repair—the chosen-representative of his beloved 
State—largely honored with the friendship and 
confidence of the Chief Magistrate of the nation. 
A few days, and the tidings came that death had 
touched him with his palsying hand. Another 
interval of painful we knew that he 
slept the sleep which knows no waking. ‘* The 
silver cord was loosed; the colden bowl was 
broken; the pitcher was broken at the fountain.’’ 
The mourners had gone about the streets, and he 
had gone to his long home. 


or 
-¥ : { 
Suspense, and 


** Can storied urn, or animated bust, 
Back to its mansion call the fleeting breath ? 
Can honor’s voice provoke the silent dust, 
Or flattery soothe the dull, cold ear of death ?°’ 
It was not his fate to waste by slow decay. 
No gradually-advancing decrepitude, nor torturing 
malady, nor faltering of the outworn faculties gave 


premonition of approaching end. Suddenly 


and without war 


‘ j t ’ > | 
or his n ural i0rce @avUA ed, e was 





‘ere his eye was dimmed, 


stricken 
down in the maturity of his intellect, the vigor of 
pride of place and power. 


His voice will be heard no more in yonder Hall. 


his manhood, and the 





So u cil , Hor aden iin tne i u one 
W > mou s } . IN n é } en I ie hie 
epal re fi I i¢ te But i ne Wii 
ea - | i t t rite ms of h a we snent 
riis t rie ry Wiil be n na igit- 

en with t ré to fa way 

l ( ; » lot e follow resolu- 

AK at 1 i f respect 

(‘ta G.A N i member 
the Unite ites Sena v ‘ the members 
\ i ficer il ise W LQ it t ig iw 
erape tl { i rt 
Re . 3 ithe ¢ x t l mt ieate a 
7 these res Hions to the w ow é the deceased 

kK As a tu er pect, tha e Hous 
do Wa i 

rm , : ' ’ 

The re nMULIONS NAVI : eet I : 

Mr. ORR rose, and said: 

Mr. Speaker: | se, sir, to se d the resolu. 
tions of my honorable friend from New Ham; 
shire I have ra int in the fe ations 
I me 1 tl | ub triumpt of New 
H t" ire ! now, when the heavy! ind 
of af } orely ¢ € t hem, I e to 
mingle my tears with theirs, and to soothe their 
rrief V h rtfeit VI uhnvu eir rrow 

’ ; 

The death of Mr. Arnerron—so sudden and 
untimely Is W cal ited to arrest our atten- 
tion, and teaches us how precarious and evanes- 
ce fe and it purs N When the heart 


’ 
with all its glowing alfectio the intellect, with 
all its noble powers—are cor vealed ny the chilling 


embrace of death, whata striking illustration ts 


prese nted of the emptiness of worldly renown 
and the vanity of ¢ irthiy honor. 
But vesterday he was in our midst, ful! of life, 
and hope, and promise; enjoying physical 
' ' 


Inte ectrin 


and 
vigor—modestly wearing the hich 


honors of his loving and beloved State—a brilliant 
senatorial career opening to his view—a proud 


intellect, enriched with the treasures of learning 


und experience—sustained by a confiding, gen- 
erous constituency, and with the laudable ambi- 
tion of a noble heart fully rratifie - how hopeful 


and promysi to him was the future. 


jut to-day the scene is sadly changed. The 
fires of his intellect are quer hed; his body ts cold 
and lifeless; his future blightéd; and all his hones, 
and those of cherished frie ls, { ted. He is 


The hvu r a 1 the dead statesmen of New 


Hampshire have imbued her loyal sons with pure 


sentiments o stice 1d constitutional righ 


, and 
wherever patriotism has demanded a service or a 


sacrifice in the face of hostile armaments, or in the 


councils of the country, the call upon her sons has 
been never made in vain. That inflexib ty and 
integrity of p« itical purpose which sien zes3 the 
| es y* , : \ | j 

character of any pe e is, in a high degree, the 


result of the upright and fearless public conduct of 


those whose position, ed ition, experience, and 
virtue designate them as the fit exemplar for pop- 
ular imitation. Political ‘entiousness in public 
men soon devastates the morals of the people 
But Arnerton, Woonpsery, and a host of others 
whose renius nas i itt ted every nace o! her 
history, and whose names are already 1! bed on 
the rolls of an honorable fame, have preserved the 
po ical morals and principles of New H imp- 
shire uncorrupted in the past, and meorruptible, 


we trust, in the future. 

Let the honest historian who toils for 7 osterity 
exonerate the granite bound State from the sus- 
Let the honest 


historian tell our children with what fidelity she 


picion of selfishness and venality. 
stood by the Constitution and its compromises. 
And fina lV, let the honest historian dea justly 
with the memory of Cuaares G. Aruerron, by 
telling that no man lived within her borders who 
devoted his energies and talents more sedulously 


; - ' , _ . y "¢ ae 
is a legislator and citizen than he to the pros 


perity of the whole country, ind to the d mi- 
nation of elevated political eth 
le knew no sect lier the Constitution 


was his chart. He was faithful to his own con- 


ae cee 
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stituents, and yet his vision was broad enough to 
see, and his heart generous enough to concede, 
every right due his brethren in this great poliucal 
household. 

He illustrated the annals of his congressional 
career at an early day with an exposition of prin- 
ciples which has withstood the assault of time— 
‘the only test of truth;’’ and if they had been 
sacredly observed our fraternal concord and do- 
mestic repose could not have been shaken or dis- 
turbed. It was bold and manly in him, and 
evinced the highest moral courage; and were | 
now called upon to indite the inscription on the 
plain vranite obelisk which kind affection will rear 
to his memory, | would make it brief and simple: 


Tut REMAINS OF THE AUTHOR OF ATH- 
ERTON’S RESOLUTIONS. 


MORKRTATI 


This fact, so honorable to his head and heart, 
which the epitaph would commemorate, will live in 
the records of his country, though the shaft that 
points heavenwards from his mouldering clay may 
crumble into dust. 

The loss of such a man, sir, at any time is a 
national calamity. It 1s especially heavy now, 
when death has striken down in a tew brief years 
so many ‘stars of the first magnitude’’ from the 
political firmament. 

If the ordering of human events had been com- 
mitted to frail man he would have been spared to 
adorn the high place he so worthily filled. But 
for the goodness and justice of the Ruler of na- 
tions we might mucmur at the sad decree, when 
we remember the tempestuous sea through which 
we have passed; and now that the sun of domestic 
peace has just arisen, with genial rays, to warm 
fraternal affection sadly chilled, he is suddenly 
summoned away without partaking the felicity of 
restored friendship which he contributed so much 
to consummate.”’ 

I will not invade the hallowed precincts of that 
grief-stricken family circle where heso lately stood 
asa shining center, dispensing light and joy; but 
now, alas! made so dark and cheerless. ‘Time 
alone furnishes a soothing balm where the heart 
bleeds. Outside of that circle there is one whose 
sensibilities have been deeply wrung by the event. 
Our honored Chief Magistrate has lost one of his 
earliest and truest friends. Thearm which he had 
fondly hoped to lean upon in the trying responsi- 
bilities of his situation 1s now cold and pulseless— 
that tongue, always devoted to truth, upon which 
he trusted to vindicate his motives and his honor, 
is silentin death. Thelearning and wisdom which 
were to counsel him in his troubles have sunk, like 
bright lights, to riseno more. Oh, what sad havoc 
has not death recently made with those around 
whom the President’s affections have been en- 
twined! Let not the solemn admonition be lost 


- upon him or upon ourselves. 


The question was then taken, and the resolutions 
were unanimously adopted. 

The House accordingly adjourned tll to-morrow 
at twelve o'clock. 





REGENTS OF SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 


In compliance with the provisions of the act for 
the establishment of the Smithsonian Institution 
«« for the increase and diffusion of knowledge among 
men,’’ the Speaker, on the 14th day of December, 
appointed Messrs. James Meacuam of Vermont, 
Wiis H. Enauisu of Indiana, and Davin Strvu- 
art of Michigan, the Regents of the said Institution 
on the part of the House. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 20, 185: 


Prayer by the Rev. Witt1am H. Mirevrn. 
The Journal of yesterdxy was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented the 
petition of Thomas T. Fauntleroy and others, 
officers of the Army, and the petition of W. A. 
Nicholls and others, officers of the Army, praying 
an increase of compensation; which were referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented five petitions from 
officers of the Army, praying an increase of com- 
pensation; which were referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Albert Hart, praying an | 


_ THE 


increase of pension; which 
Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the memorial and accompanying docu- 
ments of Franklin Chase, late Collector at the port 
of Tampico, praying to be paid his proportion of 
the proceeds of the sale of the schooner Oregon, 
seized at ‘Tampico during the late war with Mex- 
ico, for a violation of the revenue laws; 
were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WADE presented the petition of E. G. 
Chambers and others, proposing to construct a 
wagon road between the Mississippi river and the 
Pacific ocean, upon certain conditions; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. HAMLIN presented the petition of Sarah 
Harmon, formerly widow of Timothy Murray, 
who was killed in the military service of the Uni- 
ted States during the last war with Great Britain, 
praying to be allowed half pay and bounty land; 
which was referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petition of citizens 
of Rochester, New York, remonstrating against 
the ratification of an international copy-right 
treaty with Great Dritain; which was referred to 
the Committee on loreign Relations. 

Also, the petition of the Oneida Annual Confer- 
ence of the Methodist Episcopal Church, praying 
the recognition of the independence of Liberia: 
which was referred to the Committee on 
Relations. 

Also, a petition of the inhabitants of Detroit, 
citizens of the United States, praying for aid in 
the construction of a ship canal around the Falls 
of Niagara; which was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. ‘ 

Also, a petition of the Central Canal Company 
of Indiana, asking for a grant of land in aid of the 
construction of the said canal; which was referred 
to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. WELLER. I desire to present a memo- 
rial of officers of the United States Army serving 
in California, praying for an increase of the com- 
pensation of officers and soldiers on duty on the 
Pacific coast. 1 may be allowed to say that I sin- 
cerely hope it will receive the early and favorable 
consideration of the Committce on Military Affairs. 
It is utterly impossible for United States officers 
to subsist on the pay that is now allowed them 
under the law. I believe that a colonel of one of 
the regiments on the frontier receives less compen- 
sation than is paid to a brick-mason in the city of 
San Francisco. I think it requires as much mental 
and physical ability to command a regiment on 
the frontier as to construct a brick wall. I believe 
there is less paid to a captain than to a common 
hod-carrier; and that a lieutenant receives less 
compensation than a city scavenger. I do sin- 
cerely hope that a legislative act will apply the 
appropriate remedy. I move that the petition be 
reterred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. HUNTER presented a petition of a com- 
mittee of the clerks in the Executive Departments 
at Washington, praying an increase of the salaries 
of the clerks, messengers, packers, laborers, and 
watchmen employed in those Departments; which 
was referred to the Committee on Retrenchment. 

Also, the petition of Mary A. M. Jones, widow 
of Brevet Major General Roger Jones, late Adju- 
tant General of the Army, praying a pension; 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the pe- 
tition of Alexander Waugh, administrator of 
George Waugh, an officer in the militia during 
the revolutionary war, praying a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of Benjamin Burton, admin- 
istrator of Major Burton, of the Army of the Rev- 
olution, praying an increase of pension; which 
was referred tothe Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK presented a petition of 
the Alabama and Mississippi River Railroad Com- 
pany, and a petition of the Alabama and Ten- 
nessee River Railroad Company, praying to be 
allowed a credit for the duties on rails to be im- 
ported for those railroads; which were referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. FISH presented three petitions of citizens 
of the State of New York, praying an extension 
of the patent granted to Uri Emmons, fora planing 
machine; which were referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Also, a memorial of the Chamber of Commerce 
of New York, complaining of the duties, &c., im- 


vas referred to the 


which 


Foreign 


{ 
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Dec. 20, 


posed on the commerce of the United States wis} 
the Baltic sea, and asking the adoption of intietinen 
by the Government of the United States, with the 
view of abating such imposition; which was ve. 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. — 

Mr. CLAYTON presented the petition of Henry 
La Reintrie, praying compensation for services 
interpreter and acting secretary of leration. a 
Jago de Chill, and as bearer of dispatches; a hic} 
was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 


as 
tSt 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the memorial 
of the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of a. 
buque, praying a donation of a lot of ground in that 
city set apart as a cemetery; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. ADAMS. I have been requested to pre- 


sent the memorial of the Mississippi Baptist State 
Convention, addressed to the President of the 
United States and the Senate, asking that steps 


may be taken by which religious liberty, or liberty 
of conscience, may be secured to citizens of the 
United States resident in the different countries 
with which we have intercourse, to the same ex- 
tent that the citizens of other countries have jn 
the United States. I had the honor at the last 
session to introduce a petition from the same 
respectable religious denomination, and it w 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. I ask 
that this memorial may have the same reference. 

The memorial was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. JOHNSON presented the memorial of 
certain officers of the United States Army, pray- 
ing for an increase of compensation; which was 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. JOHNSON also presented the petition of 
Pierre Menard and Joseph Bogy, for advances 
made by them to the Illinois regiment, in the ser- 
vice of Virginia, in the years 1779 and 1720: 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of Wil- 
liam W. Gitt, as assignee of lost land warrants, 
praying the passage of an act authorizing the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office to issue 
other warrants in his favor; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. PRATT presented the memorial of Cap- 
tain William Chapman and other officers of the 
Army, praying additional compensation; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Af- 

| fairs. 

Mr. BENJAMIN presented the petition of 
Charles Derbigny and others, praying the con- 
firmation of their land claim to a tract of land sit- 
uated in the Bayou des Allemands, in the south- 
east land district of Louisiana; which was referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of Hewitt, Norton & Com- 
pany, and other merchants of New Orleans, 
praying an extension of the port of New Orleans; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented documents in re- 
lation to the claim of the administrator of the 
estate of the surviving partner of the late firm of 
Curtis & Peter Grubb, praying the payment of a 
certain final-settlement certificate; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Margaret Barnitz, only 
daughter and heir of Lieutenant Colonel David 
Grier, praying commutation and the payment of 
moneys due her late father, on account of ad- 


as 


| vances made by him during the revolutionary 


war; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, the memorial of Frances Ann McCauley, 
praying remuneration for losses and expenses In- 
curred by her late husband, while United States 
consul at Tripoli; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BADGER submitted additional documents 
relating to the claim of Samuel Mickum, which, 
with his memorial on the files of the Senate, were 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. SLIDELL presented the memorial of J. 
A. Ragan, proposing a plan to reclaim the inun- 
dated lands upon the Mississippi and its tribu- 
taries; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Joseph Reynes, represent- 


ing that his father purchased a certain tract of 
‘land of the General Intendancy of the Province of 





L. na. in 1803, the title to which has been de- 
cided by ‘ Sup eme Court not to bein him, and 
praying reliet; which was referred to the Com- 
mit e on Claims. 

Mr. GWIN presented the memorial of the Rev. 
Jolin Reynolds, chaplain in the army, stationed 
in California, praying to be allowed extra pay and 
traveling expenses; which was referred to the 
Cc nittee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of G. A. Dabney and others, 
mechanics enlisted in the service of the United 
S , praying to be allowed for transportation 


, California to the Atlantic States of the Union; 


which was referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Also, the pefition of Isaac Swain, praying re- 
muneration for losses caused by the failure of the 


ents of Government to comply with the terms 
yntract with him for the transportation of 


certal commisesariat stores from Valparaiso to 
Benicia; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

\lso, the petition of Martha L. Downes, widow 
of Lieutenant Downes, commander of the United * 
States schooner Grampus at thé time she was 


t, praying that the same allowance of pay 
money may be made to the widows and orphans 
of persons belonging to that vessel as have been 
made in similar cases; which was referred to the 

on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a memorial of 
the packers in the General Land Office, praying 
an increase of compensation; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Also,the memorial of Thomas S.,Russell, pray- 
ing compensation for services during the war with 
the Seminole Indians in Florida in 1836; which 
was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of a convention of the peo- 
ile of lowa, asking a grant of lands for the Fort 
Madison, Keosauqua, and Bloomfield railroad, 
fowa; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Thomas M. Tayloe, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill, for the relief of 
Francis B. Stockton; which was read and passed 
to a second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, submitted 
a report, accompanied by a bill for the relief of 
Joseph Gideon; which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Jo- 
seph Mitchell; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. 

Mr. CHASE, from the Committee on Claims, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill, for the 
relief of the legal representatives of Major Caleb 
Swan, deceased; which was read and passed to a 
second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred a bill for the 
relief of Benjamin S. Roberts, asked to be dis- 
charged from the further consideration thereof, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary; which was agreed to. 


Committee 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Moses Olmstead 
be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, 
it was 

Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of the 
legal representatives of the late Governor Shelby, of Ken 
tucky, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


_ Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of Bryan 
Callaghan be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Un motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Harriet F. Fisher, 
widow of Marvin W. Fisher, be withdrawn from the files || 
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of the Senate, and referred to he Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Josiah Mann be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of James Dunning be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 

Ordered, That the petition aud papers relating to the case 
of Cyrus H. McCormick be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Office. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Frederick Vin 
cent be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and reter 
red to the Committee on Revolufionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 

Ordered, Thatthe memorial and papers in the case of 
Thomas J. Durant be withdrawn from the files of the Sen 
ate, and referred to the Committee on the Judteiary. 


On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was 


Ordered, That the documents in relation to the claim of 
Francis B. Stockton be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 
Ordered, That the memorial of James P. Espy be with 


drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com 
mittee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. WILLIAMS, it was 

Ordered, That the papers relating to the claim of George 
Dennet be withdrawn trom the files of the Senate, for the 
purpose of being presented in the House of Representatives 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the papers in the ease of the heirs of Simon 
Summers be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of William G. Wil 
liams be withdrawn fiom the files of the Senate, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims, 


On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 


Joseph H. D. Bowmar be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of J. Boyd be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of John Duff and Joseph 
Gonder be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Chambers C. Mullin be 
withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


On motion by Mr. BRODHEAD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Maria Stevenson, be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of lowa, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Zadock C. In 
gram be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, for the 
purpose of presentation at the proper Departinent. 


On motion by Mr. NORRIS, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of Jameson and 
Williamson be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial and papers in the case of 


Mrs. Susannah Scott, widow of William Scott, be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Passed Assistant 
Surgeon Joseph Hopkinson be withdrawn from the files of 
the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. SLIDELL, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the legal representatives 
of William Weeks be withdrawn from the files of the 
Senate, and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

On motion by Mr. FISH, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the legal representatives 
of William Jones be withdrawn from the files of the Sen 
ate, and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 


On motion by Mr. CHASE, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of the administrator of Elijah 
Weed be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and re 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. SHIELDS gave notice of his intention to 


67 
ask leave to introduce a joint resolution, aut 


on, thor- 
izing the President of the United States to confer 
the title of leutenant ren 


nent services; and 


brevet tor emi- 


A bill for the benefit of locators and purchasers 
of swamp lands. 

Mr. STUART gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce 


‘ a bill granting to the State 
of Michigan the 


eht of way a d a portion of the 
public lands to aid in the construction of the Oak- 
land and Ottawa railroad, with branches from 
Corunna and Grand Rapids to Mackinaw Straits, 
and from thence to the Montreal river. 


Mr. DIXON gave 


notice of hts intention to aks 
leave to} itrodu ea l 


for the relief of the heirs 
at law of Lieutens irles A. Wickliffe, Jr. 
Mr. BAYARD lL give notice that | intend to 


ask leave to introduce a bill to 


provide lor the 
execution of the public 


| printu y, engraving, and 
binding. 


I do not intend that such bill shall affect 


the arrangements for the public printing of the 


resent Congress. 

Mr. FOOT gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill making a grant of public 
lands to the several States and Territories of -the 
Union for the benefit of indigent insane persons. 


Mr. HA MLIN rave notice of his intention to 


ask leave to introduce a bill to remunerate the 
States, of Maine and Massachusetts for lands 
taken to satisfy supulations of the trealy of Wash 
ington. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK gave notice of his inten 
tion to ask leave to introduce a bill to authorize 
the payment of certain claims for losses sustained 
during hostilities with the Creek and Seminole 
Indians in the years 1836 and 1837. 

Mr. BRIGHT gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to amend the third 
section of an act making appropriations for the 
civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854, ap- 
yxroved March 3, 1853. 

Mr. CHASE gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to divide the State of 
Ohio into two judicial districts. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa, in pursuance of previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a 
bill to sell the lands heretofore reserved for military 
purposes and the use of Indian tribes in lowa; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HAMLIN, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
provide for the ascertainment and satisfaction of 
the claims of American citizens for spoliations 
committed by the French prior to the 3lst of 
July, 1801. 

The bill was read a first time. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I now ask that the bill be 
read a second time, and that it, together with the 
papers on the files of the Senate relating to the 
subject, be referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUNTER, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to ex- 
tend the warehousing system, by establishing 
private bonded warehouses, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read a first and second time by 
its title, and referred to the Committee on Finance. 

The bill was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EVERETT, agreeably to previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
making provision for the accommodation of the 
Courts of the United States and their officers, in 
the district of Massachusetts; which was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. JOHLNSON, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a_ bill 
granting to the State of Arkansas the right of 
way,and making a grant of land to aid in the 
construction of a railroad from Gaine’s Landing, 
or some point on the Mississippi river, to the 
Texas boundary, near Fulton, in Arkansas; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 


The bill was ordered to be printed. 


He also asked and obtained leave to introduce 


| a bill to grant to the States of Arkansas, Louis- 





Rit aha ts GN itn TS oe . 


A Ce 8 te NO crm kN atm 


he tr 


4 








ALR a8 9 or 





ee ee 


tt ite Ie 


‘ 


4 





lana, and Missouri, th: right of way an 1 alter- 
nate sections of the publir lands. to ald in the 
construction of a ratiroad from Shreveport, in 
Loui , Via Washington, kort Smith, and 


Van Buren, in Arkansas, and by Springfi ‘id and 
Independence, to St. Joseph's, in’ Missoari; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 
h ordered to be printed, 

Mr. EVANS, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtatned leave to introduce a bill to 
indemnify the State of South Carolina for money 

| for the United States in the war with 
the Seminole Indians in Florida; which was read 
a firstand second time by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentuc ky, agreeably to 


previous notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 


duce a bill to provide for the unpaid claims of the 
officer ind soldiers of the Virginia State and Con- 
tinental nes of the revolutionary army: 
was rend a first and second time by 


referred to the 


W hich 
its title, and 


Committee on Revolution ry 


Claims. 

Mr. BADGER asked and obtained the unant- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill for 
the relief of M. K. Warrington and C. St. John 
Chubb, executors of Captain Lewis Warwngton; 
which was read a first and second time by tts title 


- and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


OPEN EXECUTIVE SESSIONS. 

Mr. CHASE submitted the following resolu- 
tion for consideration: 

Resolved, Thatthe following rule be adopted for the regu 
jation of proceedings in the Senate, and that so mueh of 
the $9th, 40th, and 41st rules as may be inconsistent with 
the rule hereby established be resetnded : 

All sessions and all proceedings of the Senate shall be 
public and open, except when matters communicated in 
confidence by the President shall be received, and in such 
other cases the Senate by resolution, from time to time, 
may specially order. 


RIGHTS OF CITIZENSHIP. 
Mr. SEWARD submitted the following reso- 
lution; 
sent, and agreed to: 


which was considered by unanimous con 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
whether any provision by law 18 necessary lo secure the 
rights of citizenship to clildren ot American citizens born 
in foreign countries. 


BAKER A. JAMESON. 
Mr. CASS. 


resolution: 


1 desire to submit the following 


Resolved, That Baker A. Jameson, who is now doing 
duty as amessenger, be paid in that capacity si 
mav be continued by the Sergeant-at- Arms, 


! as he 
11Ong AS iit 


I would merely observe, that the young man 
named in that resolution was broucht up in the 
Senate, and has behaved exceedingly well. Tis 
term as a page has expired, and he is now em- 
ployed in doing duty at one of the doors. The 
only object of the resolution is to allow the Ser- 
geant-at-Arms to pay him while he continues to 
be thus employed. I think that those who have 
been faithful in the service of the Senate should 
be promoted when there is any opportunity of 
doing it with propriety, for the sake of an exam- 
ple and encouragement to our employees. 

Mr. PRATT. Leconcur altogether in what the 
Senator from Michigan has said: but there is one 
difficulty to which the Senator has not adverted. 
[t is, sir, that at present we have no fund from 
which we can legitimately order the payment to 
be made. The contingent fund of the Senate has 
not yet been appropriated, and we have no means 
of paying this officer. If I understand the reso- 
lution, it is that so long as he shall be employed 
he shall be paid; and being a direction that he 
shall be paid, it is a direction to do that which we 
have no authority to do, so long as we have no 
fund with which to make the payment. 

Mr. CASS. Ido not conceive that that is any 
objection at all. We very frequently pass bills 
providing for the payment of claims ‘out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated. This will be in the same situation with all 
other claims before the Senate to be paid when 
there is an appropriation. That is the only effect 
of it. I am perfectly willing, however, in order 
to remove the objection of the honorable Senator 
from Maryland, to insert in the body of the reso- 
lution that the money shall be paid when there is 
an appropriation which can be used for the pur- 
pose; though, without those words, it will stand 
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on the same footing as any other payment which 
is authorized to ve made " 

Mr. WALKER. I have no objection to the 
resolution; but there seems to me to be 


curious aboutit. 


something 
If this young man is employed, 
why is there not power now to pay him? If he 
be a supernumerary, how does it happen? 

Mr. CASS. The necessity for the resolution 
is, that he is employed for a special service. It is 





atemporary employment for a temporary pur- 
pose, and the resolution merely authorizes him to 
be | rid while he is empl yed in that cay acity by 


the Sergeant-at-Arms. ‘That ts all 


The resolution was agreed t 


CHEAP OCEAN POSTAGE. 
Mr. SUMNER offered the following resolution; 
which was considered by unan!:mous consent, and 
avreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be directed to inquire, whether the present charges on 
letters carried by the ocean steamers are not unnecessarily 
large and burdensome, operating as acheck upon commerer, 
isa barrier between the two hemispheres, and espec ially Pi 
as a grievous tax upon European emigrants seeking a home 


in the United States, and whether something may not be 
doue, and if so, what, to secure the benelits of che ap ocean 


, ft ve 
postag 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a communication from the Secretary of the 
Interior, transmitting the report of the Su erin- 
tendent of the Census; which, on motien by Mr. 
\pams, was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

THE SANDWICH ISLANDS. 


The Senate procee ded to consider the following 
resolution, which was submitted by Mr. Sewarp 


he Sth instant; and it was avreed to: 


on t 


** Resolved, That the President be requested, if not in his 
opinion incompatible with the public interest, to commu 
nicate to the Senate any correspondence that may have 
taken place between the Government of the United States 
and his Majesty the King of the Sandwich Islands.’ 


RAILROAD TO THE PACIFIC. 
On motion by Mr. CHASE, the Senate pro- 


ceeded to consider the following res ylution, sub- 
mitted by him on the 14th instant: 

‘© Resolved, Thatthe Committee on Roads and Canals 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of providing for 


the construction Ol a railroad trom some point on the west 
ern line of one ot the existing States lo some point on the 
eastern line of California.”’ 

Mr. GWIN. lution will 
robably lead to some discussion In reference to 
ie committee to which the subject ought prop- 


i 
erly to becommitted, | hope the Senate will post- 


Inasmuchas that reso 


P 
tl 


pone its further consideration until] to-morrow, 
and prog eed now to the consideration of Executive 
There are a number of important 
Executive communications on the table from the 
President of the United States. 


that the cor ideration of 


business. 


I move, therefore, 
he resoiution be post- 
poned until to-morrow, in order that we may pro- 
ceed to the consideration of Executive business. 

Mr. CHASE. I should like to know what 
objection there can be to the reference proposed 
to be given to the subject by the resoluti n now 
before the Senate? If the Committee on Roads 
and Canals is constituted for any purpose, it seems 
to meto be the very committee to which an in- 
quiry of this sort should be directed. | hope the 
resolution will be disposed of at present, and not 
postponed to a future day. 

Mr. GWIN. The Committee on Territories 
has heretofore reported’on the same subject, and 
therefore it was that | presumed there might be 
discussion as to the proper reference. Ido not 
myself intend to participate in any such discussion ; 
but | presume some discussion will arise as to the 
appropriate committee to take charge of the sub- 
ject. I hope my motion will be agreed to. It is 
that this subject be passed over for the present, in 
order that we may proceed to the consideration of 
Executive business. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to state, that so far 
as the Committee on Territories is concerned, I 
have no objection to the resolution. I am very 
willing that the Committee on Roads and Canals 
should take charge of the subject, if they so 
desire. 

Mr. GWIN. I insist on my motion to post- 
pone the further consideration of this resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

WITHDRAWAL OF A MAP. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. I wish to withdraw from the 
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files of the Senate a map of the public surve 
of a reservation adjoining the city of Chicas 
The map was filed here as the basis of action by 
this Government in authorizing the widening o 
the harbor. I wish it withdrawn merely in order 
to have a copy of it made, so that it may be known 
there what Is the meaning of the bill which was 
passed, and then I shall bring back the original 
and place it upon the files again. ‘ . 


y 


of 


I move that 

leave be granted to withdraw the map referred to 

The motion was agreed to. , s 
EXECUTIVE SESSION, 

On motion by Mr. GWIN, the Senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of Executire business: and 
afler some time spent therein, the doors were re- 
opened. 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT, 

A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting certain documents 
in answer to a resolution of the Senate of the 6th 
of April last, requesting information in regard to 
certain transactions between Captain Hollins, of 
the Cyane, and the authorities of San Juan de 
Nicaragua; which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a message communicating a copy of the 
correspondence relative to the claim of the brie 
General Armstrong; which was referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations, and ordered to 
be printed. 

INDIAN LAWS. 


Mr. SEBAS TIAN submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs be in- 
structed to consider the expediency of providing by law for 
the appointment of a commission to prepare a code of laws 
for the government of the country in possession of the 
various Indian tribes within the limits of the United States, 
upon the basis of the existing * Intercourse laws,” and 
other laws of the United States, applying to the different 
portions of the Indian country, containing in such code al! 
thatis valuable in existing laws, and rejecting all that is 
useless or obsolete, supplying all existing deficiencies in 
such laws, carefully defining the jurisdiction of the differ 
ent courts of the United States over the [ndian country, 
so as to prevent conflict of jurisdiction, or exercise oft 
doubtful power, and especially designating all offenses to 
be punished undersuch laws; and report such code to Con 
gress for its final action, in order that it may take the place 
of all existing laws upon such subject. 


On_motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, December 20, 1853. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 

Prayer by the Rev. Witiiam Hl. Mirevry. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
IMPROVEMENT OF THE HARBOR OF MOBILE. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the War Department, transmit- 
ting, in compliance with the resolution of the 
House of the 12th instant, which called upon the 
Secretary of War ‘to report to the House any 
report or plan existing in his Department, showing 
the cost and practicability of deepening the har- 
bor of Mobile,’’ a letter of the Chief Engineer, in- 
closing a report of Major William H. Chase, of 
the Corps of Engineers, giving the information 
desired. 

Mr. PHILIPS. I move that that communi- 
cation and the accompanying papers be referred 
to the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to 
be printed. 

The question was taken; and the motion was 
agreed to. 

PRIVILEGE OF THE HALL. 


The SPEAKER. If it be the pleasure of the 
House, I would be glad to communicate to it the 
fact that, for the better protection of the Door- 
keeper in the discharge of his duties, and to prevent 
the inconvenience and difficulty which frequently 
arises in the discharge of those duties, believing 
that the power to do so was full and complete 
in me, as the Presiding Officer of this body, I have 
directed the Doorkeeper to open a recister, and to 
cause to be entered therein the names of such per- 
sons, other than members, as are entitled to the 
privilege of a place upon this floor, Understand- 
ing that some question has arisen In regard to the 
power of the Speaker so to direct, I shall be pleased 
to have the sense of the House on the subject. 


Those who have been here with me know very 








1853. 


wel! the trouble thatthe Doorkeeper of the Housa 
has had in reference to questions growing out oj 
the privilege of the Hall by persons not 
members of Congress. 

Mr. EWING. I submit the motion, that the 
register alluded to by the Speaker, be ordered to 
be kept by the Doorkeeper. 

Mr. HOUSTON. LI understand that the pro- 
nosed register will not at all vary the rules of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. It will not vary the rules in 
the sligntest decree. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itissimply,as I understand, 
a means designed for the purpose of enforcing 
those rules. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair had no doubt at 
all that the power was in his hand to direct as 
he has done; but as it has been questioned, he 
would be pleased to have the sense of the House 
on the subject. 

The question was taken on the motion of Mr. 
Ewrne, and it was agreed to. 


REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF THE 
GENERAL LAND OFFICE. 
Mr. RUSSELL from the Committee on Print- 


ciaims to 


ing, to whom the subject was referred, reported 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That five hundred copies of the report of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, with the ae- 
companying documents, be printed fur the use of said office. 


The resolution was adopted. 


ELIJAH BEEBEE. 

Mr. EASTMAN, from the Committee on Mil- 
itary Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the 
widow and heirs of Elijah Beebee; which was 
read by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
W hoie House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and ordered to be printed. 

NEW STEAM FRIGATES. 

Mr. BOCOCK, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the construc- 
tion of six first-class steam frigates, and for other 
purposes; waich was read by its title, referred to 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 


FAILURE OF STEAM FRIGATES. 
Mr. BOCOCK. Ihave in my hand a report of 


certain officers appointed by the Secretary of the | 


Navy, to investigate the causes of the failure of 
certain steam frigates. The Committee on Naval 
Affairs, before whom the information has been 
laid, have considered it of sufficient importance to 
authorize the printing of the same for the use of 
the House, in order that they may know, when 
that subject shall come up for their investigation, 
the causes of such failure. By instruction of the 
committee, I therefore move that the report be 
printed. 


The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 
ISAAC. T. SIMONTON. 


Mr. MACE, from the Committee on Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of the legal represent- 
atives of Isaac T. Simonton, deceased; which 
was read by its title, and referred to a Committee 
of the Whole House, made the order of the day 
for to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 


MADISON PARDON. 


Also, a bill for the relief of Madison Pardon; 
which was read by its title, referred to a Com- 
mittee of the Whole House, made the order of 
the day for to-morrow, and ordered to be printed. 


THOMAS B. KING. 
On motion by Mr. FULLER, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be dis 
charged from the further consideration of the petition and 


papers of Thomas B. King, and that the same be referred 
to the Committee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. FULLER, it was 


Ordered, That the same committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of sundry citizens of 
the State of New York, and thaf the same be referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


CHAIRMAN OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE. 

Mr. BENTON. I have to give the same inform- 
ation, with respect to the Library Committee, 
that | had with respect to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs. Being the first named as chairman 
of the Library Committee, the members of that 


committee have been kind enough to release me 
from the duties of chairman, although I still re- 


main a member of the committee, and elected Mr. 
Cuanpb.er, of Pennsylvania, in my place. 
PURCHASE OF MOUNT VERNON. 

The SPEAKER. The question first in order 
is the motion to lay upon the table the resolution 
authorizing the Secretary of the Interior, pro- 
vided first he obtain the consent of the State of 
Virginia,) to contract with the proprietor or pro- 
prietors for the purchase of the estate of Mount 
Vernon. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
nays ordered upon the motion? 

The SPEAKER 

Mr. BAYLY. 
nays. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. lL ask my friend from Vir- 
vinia if he will not withdraw his demand for the 
yeas and nays, and then let us, by common con- 
sent, send this subject to a committee, so that they 
may bring in a bill? 

Mr. BAYLY. I beg the gentleman’s pardon. 
I am willing to oblige the gentlernan; but I want 
to kill this thing in 
possible. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. TAYLOR. Lask my friend from Virginia 
to withdraw his motion for a moment, to allow 
meto make a short statement, which | am author- 
ized to make by the proprietor of the estate of 
Mount Vernon. 

Mr. BAYLY. 

he question was then taken on laying the 
resolution upon the table; and there were—yeas 
88, nays 85; as follows: E 


W ere the yeas and 


‘They were not. 
Then | demand the yeas and 


the most emphatic manner 


No, sir. 


Y EAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ashe, David J. Bailey, 
Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Barry, Belcher, Benton, 
Bocock, Boyee, Breckinridge, Brooks, Lewis D. Camp 
bell, Chamberlain, Cliungman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, Dawson, 
Dean, Dowdell, Dunbar, Eastman, Edgerton, Ewing, Ful 
ler, Gamble, Giddings, Goode, Green, Grow, Sampson Ww. 
Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hastings, Henn, Hibbard, Hous- 
ton, Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kid- 
well, Kittredge, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lindsley, Mac 
donald, MeMullin, McQueen, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, 
Mayall, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Orr, Packer, Peck 
ham, Bishop Perkins, Phelps, Powell, Pratt, Richardson, 
Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Ruffin, Sapp, Seymour, Shaw, 
Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, Wil 
liam Smith, William R. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Stratton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Start, John J. 
Taylor, Vansant, Wade, Walsh, Witte, Daniel B. Wright, 
and Hendrick B. Wright—8s8. 

NAYS.—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, 
Appleton, Ball, Benson, Bugg, Carpenter, Chandler, Chase, 
Chastain, Chrisman, Clark, Cook, Corwin, Crocker, Cul 
lom, Curtis, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dent, Diek, Drum, 
Eddy, Edmands, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Everhart, 
Farley, Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Greenwood, 
Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hendricks, Hill, Howe, 
Hughes, Hunt, Knox, Kurtz, Lane, Lilly, Lindley, 
MeCulloch, Meacham, Middieswarth, John G. Miller, 
Smith Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 
Parker, Peck, John Perkins, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, 
David Ritchie, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Seward, 
Simmons, Sollers, Hestor L. Stevens, John L. Taylor, 
Tracy, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Walbridge, Walker, Warren, 
Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Tappan 
Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zollicotter.—&5. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Pending the announcement of the vote— 

Mr STRAUB said: | understand the object of 
this resolution is for the purpose of assisting a 
few individuals in a speculative way; but for pa- 
triotic purposes, I vote aye. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. If I had been in the 
bar when my name was called, I should have 
voted aye. 

Mr. KIDWELL. If I had been in the bar 
when my name was called, | should have voted 
aye. 

Mr. BAYLY. I move to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was laid on the table, and 
to lay that motion upon the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
tion I demand the yeas and nays. 

Mr. BAYLY. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
vote just taken. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ohio, 
{[Mr. Campse.t,} having voted in the majority, 
moves to reconsider the vote by which the reso- 
lution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to lay that motion upon 
the table. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Upon that motion I de- 
mand the yeas and nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


Upon that mo- 


I move to reconsider the 
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The question was taken, and the result was— 
yeas 97, nays 84; as follows: 

Y FAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Ashe, David J. Railey, 
Thos. H. Bayly, Barksdale, ! 
Bocock. Boyce, Brooks, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chrisman, 
Churchwell, Clingman, Cobb, Cox, Craige, Dawson, Dean, 
Dickinson, Disney, Dowdell, Dunbar, Dunham, Eastman, 
Edgarton, Edmundson, Ewing, Faulkner, Fuller, Gainble, 
Giddings, Goode, Green, Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley 
P. Harris, Henn, Hibbard, Houston, Johnson, Daniel T 
Jones, George W. Jones, Keitt, Kidwell, Kittredge, Lamb, 
Latham, Letcher, Lindsley, Macdonald, MeMaulltin, 
MeQueen, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, Mayall, Morrison, 
Nichols, Orr, Packer, Peckham, Bishop Perkins, Phe}; 


tarry, Belcher, Benton, Bissell, 


Ss 
Powell, Pratt, Richards¢ Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, 
Ruffin, Sapp, Seymour, Shaw, Singleton, Skelton, Gerrit 
Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, William R. 
Smith, George W. Smythe, Frederick P. Stanton, Stratton, 
Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John J l'aylor, 


Thurston, Vansant, Wade, Walker, Watley, Walsh, Witte, 

Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright 7 
NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, Willis Allen, Ap 

pleton, Ball, Benson, Bugg, Lewis D. Campb 


it, Carpenter, 
Chandler, Chase, Chastain, Clark, Cook, Ce 


rwin, C roeke r, 
Cullom, Cumming, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dent, Dick, 
Drum, Eddy, Edmands, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Rver 
hart, Farley, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Greenwood, 
Aaron Harlan, Andrew J. Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Hen 
dricks, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Kouox, Kurtz, Lane, 
Lilly, Lindley, MeCulloch, Meacham, Middleswarth, John 
G. Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Noble, Norton, Parker, 
Peck, Pennington, John Perkins, Pringle, Purvear, Ready, 


David Ritehi 
. i 


. Russell, Sabin, Mage, Seward, Simmons, 
ers, Hestor L. Stevens, John L. Taylor, Tracy, Trout, 
weed, Vail, Walbridge, Warren, Ellinu B. Washburne, 
Israel Washburn, Weils, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
and Zollicotler—s4 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules be 
suspended, and that the House resolve itself into 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

{Loud cries of ** No, no.’”] 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the gentleman 
from Alabama will not insist upon his motion, but 
let the States be called for resolutions. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the motion will pre- 
vail,and that the President’s message will be taken 
up and referred. It is important that it should be 
referred, and that the several committees should 
have the subjects contained in it to act upon. 

The question was taken, and the House refused 
to go into the Committee of the W hole on the state 
of the Union—ayes 64, noes 84. 


CALL OF THE STATES FOR RESOLUTIONS. 


The States were next called for resolutions, 
commencing with the State of New York. 


CAPTAIN INGRAHAM. 

Mr. DEAN presented a joint resolution—pre- 
vious notice having been given—of the following 
title: 

«* Joint resolution of the thanks of Congress, and for the 
presentation of a sword to Captain Duncan N. Ingraham.’ 

Mr. DEAN. AsI presume no one desires to 
debate this resolution, I call the previous question 
upon its passage. 

{Cries of ** Oh, no!"’} 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I movetorefer the 
resolution to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must inform the 
rentleman from Virginia that the previous ques- 
tion having been demanded cuts off all motions to 
refer or to amend. 

Mr. BAYLY. Iam aware of that, but I hope 
the House will vote down the motion for the pre 
vious question, and then I will move to refer. 

Several Mempers. Read the resolution. 

The joint resolution was read through by the 
Clerk. It provides for presenting the thanks of 
Congress to Captain Ingraham, and the officers 
under his command, for their gallant conduct, on 
the second day of July last, In asserting and 
maintaining the rights of American citizens, 
whether native or adopted, and for the presenta- 
tion of a sword to that officer. 

Mr. DEAN. I now call the previous question 
upon the passage of the resolution. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move that the 
resolution do lie upon the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I hope the resolution will 
be allowed to go to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

Several Mempers. 
lay on the table. 

‘The question was taken, and the House refused 
to lay the resolution upon the table. ; 

Mr. WALSH. I appeal to my colleague from 
New York, {Mr. Dean,| to postpone the consid- 


Vote down the motion to 
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eration of this matter for a few ¢ 
colleague of mine, [Mr. Lyons,] who 1s exceed- 


little piece of 


lays, as another 


ingly desirous to take part in this 
Buncombe, isnowabsent. He wishes to move an 
addition to the resolution prov iding tor presenting 
Captain Ingraham with a medal and a pair of epau- 
lets, and perhaps some other additions. [Laugh- 
ter. ] I hone the consideration of the matter will 
be postponed until he may be here. 

Mr. DEAN. Asseveral gentlemen around me 
seem desivous that this resolution should go to a 
committee, I will withdraw the motion for the 
previous question, and move to refer to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs, and upon that motion I 
demand the previous question, 

Mr. SMITH, of New York. Is it in order to 
make remarks upon the subject of the resolution 
at the present time? ; 

The SPEAKER. Notuntil the motion for the 
previous question is disposed of. 

Mr. SMITH, of Alabama. 
resolution upon the table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is that motion in order, 
having just been voted down ? 

The SPEAKER. It is—business having in- 
tervened. 

Mr. SMITH. 
my motion, 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 


I move to lay the 


I call the yeas and nays upon 


The question was taken; and the House refused 
to lay it upon the table. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put; and, under 
the operation thereof, the resolution was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affuirs. 

MINT IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

Mr. TWEED, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bill; which was read twice by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Ways and Means: 

‘* A bill to establish a Mint of the United States 
in the city of New York.”’ 


RELATIONS WITH DENMARK. 
On motion by Mr. WALKER, it was 


Resolved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to communicate to the House, as far as the public 
interest may permit, the state of the negotiations between 
this country and Denmark in relation to the imposition of 
sound dues’? upon our commerce to the Baltic, together 
with such correspondence as may have passed between the 
two nations upon that subject. 


PROOFS 1N PENSION CASES. 


Mr. HUGIIES offered the following joint res- 


olution; which was read twice, and referred to the | 


Committee on Revolutionary Pensions: 

**A joint resolution in relation to proofs in pen- 
sion cases,’’ 

RIGHT OF CITIZENSHIP. 

Mr. CHANDLER offered the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jndiciary be, and 
itis hereby, instructed to inquire whether any, and if any, 
what legislation is necessary to secure the right of citizen 
ship to children born out of the United States, whose 
pee, at the time of such births, are citizens of the 


Inited States, and that the committee report atas early a 
day as possible, by bill or otherwise, 


The resolution was adopted. 
HOMESTEAD BILL. 


Mr. GROW. I desire to offer a substitute for 
House bill No. 37—the homestead bill—and to 
have it referred to the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and printed. 

The SPEAKER. Is the bill for which the 
gentleman desires to offer a substitute, before the 
body in any form? 

Mr. GROW. The bill is before the House in 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is not before the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. The bill is not before the 
House at this time for action. 

Mr. GROW. I desire only to introduce the 
substitute, and have it printed. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania asks the unanimous consent of the House 
to introduce the substitute and have it printed. 

[Cries of ** Object !"’] 

Mr. GROW. Lappeal to gentlemen to allow 
me to introduce the substitute, and have it printed. 

Mr. SAPP. I object. ; 





Mr. RICHARDSON. Has the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania given notice of his bill? 

Mr. GROW. I have. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Then the gentleman has 
a right to introduce the bill under that notice. 

Mr. GROW. Notice has been given of this 
bill, and I only ask that I may be allowed to move 
it as asubstitute, and that it may be referred to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and printed. 

The SPEAKER. It is objected to. 

Mr. GROW. I again appeal to the gentlemen 
to withdraw their objections, and allow the sub- 
stitute to be referred and printed. 

Several Mempers. ‘‘No, no,’’ and ‘‘object.”’ 


BOUNTY LANDS. 

Mr. FLORENCE. In pursuance of previous 
notice, I beg leave to introduce a bill ** extending 
the provisions of the several laws granting 
bounty land to the officers and soldiers who have 
been engaged in the military service of the 
United States.”’ 

‘The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

Mr. FLORENCE. JI move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committeeon Military Affairs, which 
is, I believe, the appropriate committee to which 
to send it. 

Mr. COBB. I object to that reference, and 
move to refer the bill to the Committee on Public 
Lands. The gentleman has already referred a 
thick batch of petitions upon this subject to that 
committee, and | presume that the bill ought to 
have the same reference. 

Mr. FLORENCE, I certainly have no ob- 
jection to the reference of the bill to the Committee 
on Public Lands, although I confess I fear it is 
digging a grave for it, and covering it up pretty 
well; but | believe that it ought to receive, and 
will receive, full and fair consideration at the hands 
of any committee of this House. | am surel have 
no feeling in the matter. I believe that any com- 
mittee to which the bill may be referred will report 
favorably upon it, and lam very willing that it 
shall go to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. COBB. I am sorry that the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has thought proper to predict 
that the reference of his bill to the Committee on 
Public Lands would be digging a grave for it, and 
covering it up. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
be the result. 

Mr. COBB. [understood the gentleman to say 
that it would beso. Does not the gentleman know 
that the original bounty land bill came from that 
committee, that it was acted upon by that com- 
mittee favorably, and reported back to the House? 
W hat right has he then to make such an assertion 
relative to the action of the committee? Why, 
sir, he has ventured to refer all his petitions upon 
this subject to us, thus giving us all possible light 
upon it, and now he seeks to give the bill itself a 
different direction. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I trust I may be permitted 
to make a few remarks, by way of explanation, 
There is certainly a great deal of force in the 
argument of the gentleman from Alabama. 

Mr. WHEELER. 
order. — 

The SPEAKER. What is the point of order 
which the gentleman desires to raise? 

Mr. WHEELER. I! wish toknow how many 
times a gentleman is allowed to speak upon one 
subject? , 

The SPEAKER. If any other gentleman had 
desired to speak the Chair would have assigned 
the floor to him; but no other gentleman rising to 
speak, the Chair, in conformity with the practice 
of the House, recognized the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. FLORENCE. If the gentleman wishes 
to advocate the bill, I will yield him the floor for 
that purpose. I have no desire to make a speech 
upon the bill now. I shall probably make a 
speech in favor of it when it comes before the 
House for action. I merely wish to say, in 
explanation, if it may be considered any apology 
for the remark which I made, that I had forgotten 
that the petitions upon this subject had been re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands, and I 
was fearful that the immense amount of business 
referred to that committee would prevent this bill 
from receiving that consideration to which it is 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1 call the gentleman to | 


| be expended before that time, when it may be 
wanted. 


Dec. 20, 


entitled. I certainly did not desire nor intend to 
reflect upon the character of that committee { 
integrity, candor, and industry; and I am very 
willing, without detaining the House further ins 
make the motion, if it has not been already made 
that the proposition be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands, with instructions to 
favorably upon it, if that be in order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Penn. 
sylvania withdraws his motion to refer to the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and moves that 
the proposition be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands, with instructions to report favor- 
ably thereon. 

Several Mempers. Let us have the motion 
without the instructions. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I modify my motion so as 
to strike out that portion of it in regard to instruc- 
tions. 

The question was then taken, and the proposi- 
tion was referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands. 


report 


CREDIT TO IMPORTERS OF RAILROAD IRON, 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I ask leave to introduce 
a bill entitled ** A bill to give credit to importers 
of railroad iron;”’ of which previous notice has 
been given. 

There was no objection, and the bill was read a 
first and second time by its title. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. This is a subject, Mr. 
Speaker, which we frequently had before the last 
Congress, but which was not acted upon. I do 
not know what is the present feeling of this 
House, but I think there is a strong necessity for 
the passage of such a law at this time. In the 
last Congress it may, perhaps, be remembered 
that the proposition failed by a single vote on one 
occasion. At that time there were five members 
out of the House who had promised meon the pre- 
vious day that they would be present to vote for 
the proposition. I only mention this fact to show 
it was a mere accident that a provision similar to 
the one of the bill I submit did not take effect at 
the last Congress. 

You will also recollect, Mr. Speaker, that during 
the last Congress we allowed several companies 
credit on the terms proposed in this bill; but we 
did not succeed in passing any general law. It is 
a simple matter, and I presume that every mem- 


, || ber of the House has an opinion upon it now. 
I said I feared that would | 


I beg leave to remind gentlemen, that within 
the last eighteen months there has been an enor- 
mous rise in the price of railroad iron. Less than 
two years ago it could be had for forty dollars per 
ton in this country, after paying all the duties and 
charges, and now it is worth nearly eighty dollars 
per ton to the consumer here. The consequence is, 
that many of the States and companies which began 
to execute works with sufficient capital two years 
azo, find, owing to this great rise, that it is diffi- 
cult, if not impossible, for them to proceed. 

I also understand, Mr. Speaker, that the money 
is not needed at this time in the Treasury. We 
have a large surplus on hand. My bill proposes 
a credit of four years. In all probability at the 
end of that period, the Government may need tle 
money very much. If the duty goes into the 
Treasury now, instead of what I propose, it will 


I think therefore, as a financial measure, it 
would be a wise policy to throw the receipt of this 
money four years ahead, leaving the present sur- 
plus in the Treasury to be exhausted, for the con- 
struction of national vessels, or for any other 
purpose which the House may propose; and if it 
turns out that at the end of four years, we are In- 
volved in some war—and we are getting to hea war- 
like people, and need all the means we can lay our 
hands upon—this money will come in very oppor- 
tunely. I think it would have been well, perhaps, 
for the Secretary of the Treasury to have recom- 


| : se * : re 
mended this as one of the means by which to get 


rid of the surplus revenue which we are now re- 
ceiving from year tq year, If the proposition 


| which he has made in his report should be adopte d 


and carried into effect, the reduction of the revenue 
would not take place until a year from next Jan- 
uary, and, in the mean time, there wil! have been 
a large accumulation. I propose, then, with a view 
of trying the sense of the House, to move—— 
Mr. SKELTON, (interrupting.) 1 would ask 
the gentleman from North Carolina [Mr. Ciine- 








1853. 


whether it would not be well to include in 
ill the importing merchants of the United 


MAN 


State 

Mr. CLINGMAN. That raises a question 
which I will discuss, with great pleasure, with the 
gentleman from New Jersey at another time. 
There are two reasons why that should not be 
done. First, the price of goods, generally, has 
not undergoneany great rise during the last eigh- 
teen months, and in the next place, these impor- 
tations by merchants are importations for private 
purposes, While the other is an importation for 
railroads, which are made by the States and com- 
panies for the benefit of the public, and especially 
the great agricultural interests. I have no doubt 
the farmers of the country are willing to pay taxes 
whenever the Government stands in need of them. 
] submit, however, thatthey ought notto be com- 
pelled to pay cash duties when they are not needed 
for any purpose whatever. I know there isa 
certain interest in this House which is represented 
with more fidelity than any other interest under 
the Government; and notwithstanding it has a 
large number of representatives upon this floor, 
who are faithful, diligent, and zealous, it also has 
a large outside representation here, which is ope- 
rating more strongly 

Mr. SKELTON, (interrupting.) [ am not 
here as the representative of the iron interest, by 
any means; but I desire to have an eye to all the 
interests of our common country. 

Mr. MEACHAM. I rise to a question of 
order. It is that the gentleman has no right, 
during the call upon the States for petitions, to 
present this bill and discuss the question, before 
it comes before the House. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The question is upon the 
eugrossment of the bill. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
question of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I did not intend to detain 
the House long. I wassaying that we have had, 
for the last few years, a remarkable condition of 
things. ‘There is no necessity for collecting these 
taxes from the farmers, and yet this iron interest 
is not willing that the Government should indulge 
the tax payers, when it does not need the money. 
Its representatives come up here from time to 
time, and insist that the Government shall collect 
its taxes forthwith. They fight this matter as 
though I proposed to get into their private purses. 
They claim a sort of prescriptive right to have 
the whole country taxed for their benefit; and 
hence, when any proposition of this kind comes 
before them, gentlemen identified with that par- 
ticular interest, throw all manner of obstacles in 
its way; not being content merely that the whole 
country should be heavily taxed for their benefit, 
they also insist that the taxes shall be collected 
without delay. I ask for the reading of this bill, 
and then I propose to move the previous question, 
and put it on its passage. 





The bill was then read, as follows: 

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assembled, 
That in all cases of the importation of railroad iron for the 
period of two years from the passage of this act, upon its 
appearing to the satisfaction of the Secretary of the Treas 
ury that said iron has been imported bona fide for the use of 
some railroad in the United States, it may be lawful for 
those importing the same, if they desire it, instead of pay- 
ingin cash the duties now levied, to give bonds with ap 
proved security, conditioned to pay the said duties with 
interest, at the end of four years from the date of the im 
portation: Provided, Thatif, at any time hereafter, itshould 
appear any importation had not been made bona fide for the 
use of some railroad, then, besides the duties then due, fifty 
per centum additional shall be payable to the United States. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the benefits of 
this act shall be extended to all cases when iron for the use 
of railroads has been imported, and on which the duties 
have not already been paid. 


Mr. C. It will be seen that this bill is similar 
in its provisions to several other bills which were 
passed at the last session of Congress for the ben- 
efit of particular companies. I think there is no 
impropriety in the action asked for in regard to 
this proposition. We shall assist the railroad 
companies, and in four years, when they have 
laid down their rails, they will be in a condition 
to dispense with such assistance, and the moneys 
received for transportation of the mails will most 

robably be sufficient to pay off the duties. | 
nave submitted this resolution with a view of as- 
ceriaining the sense of the House, because | know 
that many members are very anxious that such 
& provision sheuld be adopted at once. I hope, 
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therefore, that there will be 
adoption of the bill. 


no objection to the 

I appeal to my friends who 
represent particularly the iron interest, and | trust 
that they will allow this credit to be given; and, 
whether the tariff be modified or not, let the peo- 
ple take the chance of the benefit of any changes 
which may be made in their favor. If not, we 
shall, at any rate,get the money when we want 
it. It is not needed now. I hope that all who 
are favorable to the proposition will assist me in 
relieving railroad companies of the duties upon 
iron. If the bill goes to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, or the Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means, we will never reach it. 
L hope all who are for relief, in any form, will 
come up at this time, and help to pass this as a 
temporary measure, leaving the question of repeal 
or reduction of duties to be investigated hereafter. 
I therefore move the previous question. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 ask the gentleman if he 
will not withdraw the demand for the previous 
question, in order that I may suggest a slight 
modification of his bill? The gentleman’s argu- 
ment is, that within the last eighteen months or 
two years a great rise has taken place in the price 
of railroad iron. The railroads in my own State, 
and particularly the railroad in my own district, 
have been importing and paying duties within the 
last twelve or eighteen months, and I desire to 
have them relieved by the same process by which 
others are relieved. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. The railroads of which 
the gentleman speaks are in the same condition 
with some of my own State that have already 
paid. The bill which I have introduced, however, 
covers all cases where duties are not paid, this 
being as much as | suppose it practicable to 
accomplish. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to lay the 
bill upon the table. I am opposed to this manner 
of reducing the tariff. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
nays upon that motion. 

* 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken and there were— 
yeas 81, nays 104; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, David J. Bailey, Belcher, 
Benson, Bliss, Carpenter, Chandler, Chrisman, Cox, 
Crocker, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Dawson, Dean, Dick, 
Drum, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmands, Everhart, Farley, 
Fenton, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, Grow, 
Hastings, Howe, Hughes, George W. Jones, Kittredge, 
Kurtz, Lamb, Latham, Letcher, Lilly, Lindsley, Me- 
Culloch, Macdonald, Mayall, Meacham, Middleswarth, 
Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, Andrew Oliver, Pack 
er, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Perkins, Preston, 
Pringle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sey 
mour, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, Stratton, Straub, 
John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Vail, 
Vansant, Wade, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, Witte, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—al. a 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Ashe, Thomas H. Bayly, Ball, Barksdale, 
Barry, Benton, Bissell, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Bugg, 
Lewis D. Campbell, Caskie, Chamberlain, Chase, Chas 
tain, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, 
Craige, Cullom, John G. Davis, Dent, Dowdell, Dunbar, 
Eddy, Edmundson, Ellison, English, Etheridge, Ewing, 
Faulkner, Goode, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, Andiew J. 
Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, 


I demand the yeas and 


Hendricks, Henn, Hibbard, Hill, Houston, Hunt, John 
son, Keitt, Kidwell, Knox, Lane, Lindley, MeMullin. 
McQueen, Mace, Macy, Maxweli. May, John G. Mil 


ler, Smith Miller, Noble, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, 
Parker, John Perkins, Phelps, Philips, Powell, Pratt, 
Puryear, Ready, Reese, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, 
Ruffin, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Singleton, Samuel A. Simith, 
William Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, 
Sollers, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Andrew 
Stuart, Tracey, Tweed, Walbridge, Walsh, Warren, Ellihu 
B. Washburne, Wells, Jobn Wentworth, and Zollicot 
fer—104. 

So theHouse refused to lay the bill upon the 
table. 

Mr. COBB. I ask the gentleman from North 
Carolina to accept a modification. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I will do so with pleasure, 
and had made a modification myself, but prefer 
to take his modification. 

The amendment, as proposed by Mr. Coss, 
was then read as follows: 

Provided further, That in a!l cases of extension there 
shall be paid at the rate of six per cent. interest per anaum 
by such person thus extending. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. If the House re- 
fuse to second the demand for the previous ques- 
tion, the bill can be then referred. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Let the modification be 
made. 


The SPEAKER. 


The bill having received its 


first and second reading is open for amendment; | 
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but the gentleman from North Carolina has not 
withdrawn the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. CLUNGMAN. I have a right before any 
vote is taken to modify my resolution under the 
ruies. 

Mr. PECK. Is it true, that the gentleman has 
a right to amend the bill? 

TheSPEAKER. The bill has received its first 
and second reading, and the gentleman has a right 
at this stage to amend it. 

Mr. JONES. Is not the demand for the previ- 
ous question still pending? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 withdraw the demand 
for the previous question, in order that the gentle- 
man from Alabama may offer the amendment he 
has suggested. 

Mr. COBB. I then offer the amendment which 
has already been read; and upon it | move the 
previous question. 

The amendment was again read. 


Mr. SMITH, of Virginia. I would be glad 
if the gentleman from North Carolina would with- 
draw his demand for the previous question. It is 
not right that he should make a speech in favor of 
his proposition, and then deprive others of the priv- 
ilege of speaking in opposition by a call for the 
yrevious question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not under- 
stand that any motion for the previous question is 
pending. 

Mr. COBB. I moved an amendment, and then 
called the previous question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Did the gentleman 
from Alabama demand the previous question be- 
fore the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Ssirnj 
obtained the floor? 

Mr. COBB. I did. 

Mr. JONES. Then I move to lay the bill and 
amendment upon the table. 

Mr. PECK. Upon that motion I demand the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was then taken, and the result was 
—yeas 86, nays 95; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Appleton, David J. Bailey, Belcher, 
Benson, Bliss, Carpenter, Chandler, Chastain, Chrisman, 
Cox, Crocker, Cumming, Curtis, Cutting, Dawson, Dean, 
Dent, Drum, Duxham, Eastman, Edgerton, Everhart, Far 
ley, Faulkner, Flagler, Florence, Franklin, Fuller, Gamble, 
Giddings, Grow, Hastings, Hibbard, Howe, Hughes, Dan 
iel T’. Jones, George W. Jones, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, 
Letcher, Lilly, McCulloch, Macdonald, Mayall, Meacham, 
Middleswarth, Morgan, Morrison, Murray, Nichols, An 
drew Oliver, Packer, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop 
Perkins, Pringle, David Ritchie, Robbins, Russell, Sabin, 
Sage, Seymour, Simmons, Skelton, Gerrit Smith, William 
Smith, Stratton, Straub, John J. Taylor, John L. Taylor, 
Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vail, Vansant, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Walker, Walsh, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
Witte, Daniel B. Wright, and Hendrick B. Wright—6. 

NAY S—Messrs. Abercrombie, Aiken, James C. Allen, 
Willis Allen, Ashe, Ball, Barksdale, Barry, Benton, Bis 
sell, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Caskie, Chamberlain, Chase, Churchwell, Clark, Cling 
man, Cobb, Cook, Corwin, Craige, Cullom, John G. Davis, 
Dowdell, Dunbar, Eddy, Edmundson, Ellison, English, 
Etheridge, Ewing, Goode, Greenwood, Aaron Harlan, 
Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Harrison, Hen- 
dricks, Henn, Hill, Houston, Hunt, Johnson, Keitt, Kid 
well, Knox, Lane, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, McMullin, 
McQueen, Mace, Macy, Maxwell, John G. Miller, Smith 
Miller, Noble, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Parker, John 
Perkins, Phelps, Philips, Powell, Pratt, Puryear, Ready, 
Reese, Richardson, Riddle, Thomas Ritchey, Rogers, 
Ruffin, Sapp, Seward, Shaw, Singleton, Samue! A. Smith, 
William R. Smith, George W. Sinyth, Hestor L. Stevens 
Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, Tracy, Warren, Ellihu B 
Washburne, Wells, John Wentworth, and Zollicotfer-—05 


’ 


So the Houserefused to lay the bill and amend- 
ment upon the table. 

Mr. STRAUB. Is it in order now to move to 
amend ? 

TheSPEAKER. It is not, the previous ques- 
tion having been demanded. 

Mr. PECK. Is it in order to move to refer the 
bill to one of the standing committees of the 
House ? 

TheSPEAKER. It is notuntil the motion for 
the previous question is disposed of. The effect 
of that motion is to cut off all motions to refer 
and to amend. 

Mr. FLORENCE. Is it in order to demand 
the yeas and nays upon the call for the previous 
question ? 

The SPEAKER. Itisnot. If the previous 
question be seconded, it will be competent for the 
House to order the yeas and nays upon ordering 
the main question. 

Mr. COBB. I made the demand for the pre- 
vious question under a promise made by me to 
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the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Ciine- 
MAN. | 
Mr JONES, of Tennessee. Has the demand 
for the previous question been withdrawn? 

The SPEAKER. Ithas not. 

Mr. JONES. Then debate is not in order 

Mr. COBB. I was going to say, that, with the 
consent of the gentleman from North Carolina, I 


j 


would withdraw the demand. 
The demand for the 


' 
seconded, only forty mem vers 


previous question was not 


having voted there- 


for 

Mr. PECK. I now move to refer this bill to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. STRAUB Is it now in order to move to 


amend ¢ 0 

The SPEAKER. ‘There is already a motion 
to amend offered by the gentleman from Alabama 
(Mr. Cons] pending. The re : how ever, a mo- 
tion also pending to refer the bill to the C 
ou Ways 
disposed of, no motion to amend can be ac ted on. 

Mr. DAWSON. Upon the motion to refer I 
demand the previous question. 

The | seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The bill, with theamendme nt, wa then referred 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Mr. HOWE. 


ommittee 


and Means, and until that motion 


revious question was 


: ' ' 
l move that the vote last taken, 


by which the bill was referred to the Committee 

on Ways and Means, be reconsidered, and that 

the motion to reconsider do lie upon the table. 
The question was taken, and the latter motion 


was agreed to, 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. HOUSTON. For the purpose of again 


testing the ense of the Lion se, I move that the 


rules be suspendgd, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Commiuttee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

‘¢ No, no,’ 


>and ** Let us 
the call of the States mi 


{Cries of eo through 


The question WAS put, and the motion arree Ito. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. One in the chair.) 

The first business in order being the considera- 
tion of the President’s message, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now desire to submit a 
series of resolutions for the distribution of the 
President’s message among the several committees. 
I submit the following: 


1. Resolved, That so much of the annual message of the 
President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- 
gress as relates to our fureign aflairs, together with the 
accompanying correspondence in relation thereto; to the 
claims of the subjects of Spain for losses in the case of the 
schooner Amistad; making the boundary line between 
the United States and the British Provinces on the north 
weet, as designated in the convention of the 15th June 
1846, be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying papers as relates to the existing tariff, and recom 
mend a revision and change of its provisions ; so much as 
relates to the condition of the Treasury and finances of the 
Government; to the public debt and its payment; the esti 
mated receipts and expenditures for the ensuing fiscal year, 
be referred to the Committee on Ways and Means 

J. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying papers as relates to the condition and operation of 
the Army of the United States, and recommends an increase 
or modification of the same; also, all recommendations 
for new arsenals, magazines, and barracks, together with 
the report of the Secretary ot War, be referred to the Com 
mittee on Military Affairs 

1. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
panying papers, as relates to the Navy of the United States, 
its condition and operation, and recommends an increase of 
the same, together with the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy, be reterred to the Comunittee on Naval Affairs. 

5. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents, as relates to the enlargementand mod 
ification of the present judicial system of the United States, 
and to the prevention of frauds upon the pension bureau 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

§. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to the intercourse with the 
Indian tribes, be referred to the Committee on Indian Af 
fairs. 
7. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying decuments as relates to the Post-Office Depart 
nynt, its condition and operation, together with the report 
of the Postmaster General, be referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

8 Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 


panying documents as relates to commerce and tonnage } 


duties, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

9. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates to the public lands, their sur- 
vey and sale.the extension ofthe present land system over 
the Territories of Utah and New Mexico, the extension of 
the preémption principle, and free grants of land in aid of 
the construction of railways, be referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 
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10. Resolved, That so much of said message and accom- 
' ' 


panying documents as relates to the D 


strict of Columbia, 
be referred tothe Committ District 6f Columbia. 
ll. Resolved, T 


hat so much of said message and accom 
panying documents as relates toa survey and co 


on the 


nstraction 
of a railroad from the river Mississippi to the Pacific ocea 
be referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

12. Resolved, That so much of the 


lly 


said messaye ar d ac 


companying documents as relates to the public buildings, 
be referred to the Committee on Public Buildings and 
Grounds 

13. Resolved, That so much of the said message and ac 
companyit g documents as ttes to patents, ine operations 
ot the Patent Office, and the modification of existing patent 
laws, be referred to the Committee on Patents and the 
Patent Offices 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move that the 


committee do 1 Ww rise. i cesire to address the 

nmittee on me p involved in these reso- 
lutions, but the House perceives that lam ent rely 
too hoarse to do so now. 

Mr. GIDDINGS Perhaps the gentleman 
rom Virginia will give way. If he is not ready 
or able to ldress the Ho se at this time, sol Le 
otner member may be. 

Mr. BAYLY. | may not be able to get the 


floor av itl. 

The CHAIRMAN. 
motion of the gentleman from Virginia, that the 
committee do now rise. 


The qnestion Is on the 


Mr. GIDDINGS. TIT hope the centleman from 
Virginia will not press his motion. 


Mr. BAYLY. Lamsurprised at sucha request 


( ung from the gentleman from Onio. He 
} nows, Aas well as : Vv ei eman mn this House, 
how difficult itis to obtain the floor. I have rot 
it now, and if, throug 1 courtesv to him, I yi dit, 
l have no assurance that 1 shall be able to cet it 
aval. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the vcentleman allow 
me to assign a reason why I desire him to with- 


draw his motion? 
The CHAIRMAN. 

motion that the committee do now rise. 
he q lestion was 


The question is on the 


then taken, and a division 
being demanded, there were—ayes 65, noes 64. 

Mr. BAYLY. As the vote is so close, sir, | 
withdraw my motion that the committee rise, and 
surrender my right to the fluor. 

Mr. SMITH, of New York, obtained the floor, 
and addressed the House, presenting his views in 
the Koszta affair; lauding the conduct of Captain 
Ingraham; but arguing that he should have de- 
manded the immediate release of Koszta without 
consulting the French consul. (See Appendix for 
the speech ) 

Mr. S. having concluded— 

Mr. PRESTON said: I havelistened, Mr. Chair- 
man, not without a certain degree of interest, to the 
gentleman from New York, [Mr. Smiru,] who 
has just addressed the committee; and I now de- 
sire its indulgence for a brief response, though 
nothing could have been further from my intentions 
than the design of offering any remarks to-day in 
relation to any subject that engages the legislative 
attention. 

Living, as I do, in a State recognizi 





slave ry, 
and firmly convinced, as | am, of the propric ty of 
protecting our property in slaves, yet | do not 
desire to reply in any intolerant spirit to the views 
which have been advanced by the gentleman from 
New York. I feel conscious that the great and wise 
men who ushered our ( rovernment into existence, 
and laid its foundations deep in truth and justice, 
were not inferior in religion or philanthropy to 
those who assail the rights of the southern mem- 
bers of the Confederacy, assail their institutions, 
and decry their people. And although I may feel, 
with a strength of conviction that my language 
cannotadequately express, the injustice of assailing 
those rights, yet it is far from me to desire to 
evade or strangle discussion by denunciation or 
violence. I trust to the power of truth to show 
that the men of the South are not the represent- 
atives of a people enduring the odious tyranny that 
the gentleman asserts; that they are not men toler- 
ating and fostering a wrong against every dictate 
of humanity and justice, but entertaining far 
wiser and more practical views than those mis- 
suided enthusiasts who would shake to its center 
a Government planned by patriots and statesmen, 
and cemented by the public prosperity. 
Enthusiasm, sir, is respectable even in error. It 
is attractive when clothed in the fullness of appro- 
— language, and marked by eloquent delivery; 
yut this should not blind us to the pernicious sen- 
timents contained in the remarks we have heard 


bA Dec. 20, 


cme . ‘ . 
Phe gentleman from New York has sought to in- 
stitute a parallel between the principles of 


. 1 } abolition 
; 
and those contained in the letter of the Secretary 


of State to the Chevalier Hiilsemann in relation 
to the surrender of Martin Koszta. To institute 
a comparison which would unite principles so dis. 
similar, would be to create a monster in the politi- 
cal world more deformed than the Siamese twine 
in the physical world. it 

The sum of the doctrine in the Koszta letter 
as asserted by the American Secretary, is, that 
Martin Koszta, having taken the initiatory steng 
to become a citizen of the United States, and hay ine 
filed his declaration of intention in our courts. 
became clothed with such a nationality that, havi) p 
gone into the city of Smyrna, in the peaceful 
mursuit of business or of pleasure, that he was 
till under the protecting power of the American 
flag, and beyond recapture by the power of A 
tria. But, let me ask the gentleman, if a treaty 
had existed between Austria and the Goy ernment 
of the United States, by which the solemn faith 
of the American Government were pledged to re- 
store such refugees, as we stipulate for the extra- 
dition of felons with Great Britain under the Ash- 
burtontreaty, whether, withouta violation of faith, 
we could have refused to surrender the fugitive? 
There can be but one solution to the question. 
Yet, have not the States of the American Union 
something more solemn and more obligatory than 
a mere treaty to compel the extradition of fugi- 
tive slaves; something more than a compact, 


uS- 


Webster expounded it, in his memorable reply 
to Hayne; something more solemn and more 
binding than treaty or compact—the very Consti- 
tution itself, upon which our Government exists, 
\ sovereign can recede from a treaty or a con- 
pact, and no tribunal onearth but itself can judge 
it; butin our Constitution—the most solemn form 
of obligation that society knows—a tribunal, the 
Supreme Court, is established to assist in the en- 
forcement of the rights of the people composing 
the Confederacy. This Constitution, solemnly rati- 
fied, cuaranties to the slaveholding States the pro- 
tection of their property, and the extradition of 
fugitive slaves, when they escape into sister 
States where the institution is not recognized, 
Shall those solemn promises be fulfilled —or shall 
the pseudo-philanthropist, with the Bible in his 
hand—the Bible upon which the founders of our 
Government, and the two hundred and thirty- 
eight gentlemen here assembled, were sworn to 
support the Constitution—invoke our bedy to dis- 
regard its precept, and commit meditated perjury 
by violating its provisions? Yet, such is the 
morality that fanatical enthusiasm proposes. 

The logic of the Secretary of State has been 
assailed, upon the ground that he has chosen to 
place an unwarranted limitation upon the divine 
injunction that you should ‘*do unto others as 
you would they should do unto you;”’ yet! would 
ask of the gentleman who has so keenly criticised 
the expression, if itis not a plain matter to an 
unsophisticated mind, that we should fulfill the 
promises that we make to others? and if, under 
this principle, the people of the North are not 
morally bound to fulfill their promises to their 
southern brethren? 

The correspondence in relation to the seizure of 
Koszta does honor to the Administration and the 
Government; but while the Secretary sustained 
his views with great ability, I trust I may be par- 
doned the digression if ] remark that, in my opin- 
ion, the acts of Congress in relation to naturaliza- 
tion still further fortified his position. Our whole 
theory of the right of expatriation is in conflict 
with the English, and, I believe, the general Eu- 
ropean law,-which maintains that a subject has 
no power to divest himself of the allegiance due 
to the Government under whose jurisdiction he is 
born. Itis clear that if Koszta had received his 
final letters of naturalization, that, according to 
our theory, it was undoubtedly our duty to pro- 
tect him. Until the year 1848, our naturalization 
laws required an alien to reside in the United 
States continuously for five years before the final 
letters were granted. Any non-residence or ab- 
sence from our jurisdiction vitiated his right. In 
the year 1848, an act was passed by Congress per- 
mitting the time to be computed during the ab- 
sence of the alien, which, by implication, author- 
ized him to go abroad during the period of his ac- 
quiring citizenship. This act, as I conceive, gave 
full authority to Koszta to visit Smyrna; and the 
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United States were as much bound to afford him 
the protection of our Government as they would 
have been to an alien fully naturalized, or toa 
native citizen. 


The gentleman from New York, Mr. Chairman, 
has not only criticised the letter of the Secretary, 
hut has chosen to make this the occasion for a 
general denunciation of the institution of slavery 
in the southern States. | eee, sir, that the sub- 
‘ect is triteand exhausted; but | feel unwilling that 
the remarks which he has uttered should pass 

ithout some re ply. 

T he southern States, since their earliest colonial 
history, have been peopled by two races, of dif- 
ferent color and of different civilization. We hold 
in bondage because we are unwilling to 
amalgamate with them, and desire to keep our 
Teutonic blood pure and uncorrupted by any 
baser admixture; because we prefer that their un- 

tored labor should be directed by the superior 
intelligence of our race to useful industry, rather 
than that they should be freed from all wholesome 
restraint, and left without coercion to pollute our 
blood and destroy our progress. It is not within 
our comprehension to divine the cause which has 
made the Ruler of Nations establish this order of 
things. 

‘The wisdom of man cannot foresee or penetrate 
the means by which the civilization of nations is 
directed by Him. We see ourselves surrounded 
by three millions of the African rac e, who, under 
the dominion of the white race, bees in two hun- 
dred years, made greater advances in religion and 
civilization than they have made in four thousand 
years in their aboriginal condition. If, at this 
hour, the angel of death were to breathe upon the 
face of our people, as it did upon the hosts of Sen- 
acherib, the surviving black race would exhibit 
a picture of civilization more remarkable than any 
that Africa has ever exhibited. But the African 
is not the only race which has been subject to 
slavery. E ight hundred years since our boasted 
Saxon ancestors endured a slavery as abject as 
that of the southern negro. The history of all 
savage races who have attained the blessings of 
civilization, show that they have marched to free- 
dom through the portals of slavery. Where two 
races of widely different civilization exist together, 
the superior exterminate or enslave the inferior. 
The indocility of the Indian will cause him to be 
swept from the face of the earth. Slavery seems 
to be the price that ignorance pays to intelligence 
for its tuition in the arts of civilization. 

Nothing can be more disastrous to a State than 
the premature enfranchisement of an enslaved race. 
They gangrene upon the face of its society, until 
it perishes under the affliction. It isa singular 
historical fact, and worthy of note, that the first 
Abolitionist was the first person who introduced 
African slavery upon the shores of America. Las 
Casas, the Bishop of Chiapas, after Cortez con- 
quered Mexico, felt the deepest compassion for the 
Indians who were allotted as slaves to his Spanish 
adventurers. He petitioned the King of Spain that 
these Indian slaves should he enfranchised, and 
that the more robust and hardy negroes of the 
African coast should be imported, His prayer 
was granted; and it is to him the thraldom of the 
African in America is to be first agributed. The 
misfortunes of Mexico at this hour are, in my 
opinion, attributable, in a great measure, to the 
indiscreet philanthropy of Las Casas. The barri- 
ers which separated the races were cast down, 
the Castilian blood no longer ran pure and unpol- 
luted in the veins of the people. The great pre- 
ponderating Mestizo, or mixed race, was engen- 
dered; and he whowill walk through the streets of 
Mexico will see all the horrid results of a debased 
amalgamated race, as he sees the Mexican of pure 
Spanish descent spurn from him with his foot, as 
he would some beast, the loathly Mestizo that ob- 
structs the way. 

But let me turn for a moment from a considera- 
tion of this picture, and ask if our forefathers 
had framed the wise and beneficent government 
we enjoy; if to-morrow the Ohio were the mili- 
tary line of demarcation between the North and 
South, as the Rhine between Germany and 

France; if forts were erected, custom-houses es- 
tablished, and armies posted; if union were pro- 
posed to remedy all these evils, would it be ac- 
cepted? If we were assembled as delegates, and 
the South were to demand the same terms our 


them 
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own comestic institutions, can we for a moment 
doubt, that after all the benefits we have experi- 
enced, the North would not be willing and anx- 


ious to accede to its provisions? Or would we of 
the South, forgetful of the gallant spirit of our fore- 
fathers who planted the southern colonies, and 
whose descendants, surmounting the crests of the 
Alleghanggs, bore civilization and religion into 
the primeval forests of the West, until they were 
borne over Kentucky and Missouri, even t 
golden shores of California, 
the glorious memories of 
dishonorable dictation ? 

I respect the generosit y 


o the 
prove to 
the past, and submit to 


recreant 


of emotion that seems 


to move the gentleman from New Y ork, decisively 


as | differ from every sentiment he u but I 
must say, that the abolition of African slavery, and 
its agitation, are fraught only with the most per- 
nic 10us conseque neces to our common country. I 
live in a State in which the institution of slavery 
exists, in which we have stood by our southren 
brethren, and will stand by them in the defense of 
our rights; and that ifslavery be not perpetual, the 
hand of time will do more for the cause than the 


ters; 


| misdirected efforts of philanthropy or fanaticism. 


We may aptly say, ibe n we point to the ameliora- 
tions wrought already by time in the condition of 
our slaves, 


o 

S 

‘*'Turne, quod optanti Divadin promittere nemo 
Auderet, volvenda dies en attutil ultro.’’ 


l trust, Mr. Chairman, that this topic may no 


| longer be the subject of agitation; for | feel assured 


that, tf it is continued, it will overwhelm the insti- 
tutions we have inherited from our wise and patri- 
otic ancestors in Irretrievable ruin. 

Mr. DEAN obtained the floor, but yielded to 

Mr. McMULLIN, who moved that the com- 
mittee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman [Mr. 
Orr} reported that the Committee of the Whole 


on the state of the Union had had under consid- 


| eration the state of the Union generally, and par- 


ticularly the annual message of the President of 


the United States, and had come to no conclusion 


Constitution guarantees, and the regulation of our ' 


thereon. 


On motion by Mr. EASTMAN, 
The House then adjourned until to-morrow. 


IN SENATE 
Wepnespay, December 2 
by the Rev. Wititam H. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 
Mr. CHASE presented the petition of C. Son- 
tag, a citizen of Cincinnati, praying in demnity for 


») 
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spoliations committed by the French prior to 
1801; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

Mr. BRIGHT presented the petition of certain 


in the District of Colum- 


be 


citizens of Georgetown, 
bia, praying that they may incorporated as a 
company for the ms inufacture of gas; which was 
referred to the Committee on the District of C 
lumbia. 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, presented 
joint resolutions passed by the Legislature of New 
Jersey, requesting the Senators and Representa- 
tives from that State to their influence 
obtain an appropriation for the purpose of con- 


use 


to 


| structing a licht-house on Absecom beach, and 


anchoring a bell buoy outside of Absecom bar; 
which were read, referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, joint resolutions of the Legislature of 
New Jersey, requesting the Senators and Repre- 
sentatives from that State to endeavor to procure 


| an appropriation for the construction of a break- 


water at Cape May; which were read, referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. JONES, of Iowa, presented the petition of 


| the Lyons Railroad Company, asking a grant of 


land to aid in the construction of their railroad 
from Lyons, on the Mississippi river, to the Mis- 
souri river, in said State; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, additional documents in support of the 
claim of Mrs. Caroline Nichol; which, with the 


> 
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to the Com 


papers already on file, were referred 
mittee on Pensions 
PAPERS 
On motion by Mr. 


WITHDRAWN AND REFFRRED. 


WALKER, it 


was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of 
James M. Crane be withdrawn from the files of the Senate. 


and referred to the Committee on Claims 


On motion by Mr. WADE, 


Ordered, That the petition and papers in the case of John 


it was 


Devlin be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims 

On motion by Mr. WADE, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Naney Scott, 
and the papers of the heirs of Daniel Landon, be withdrawn 
from the files of the Senate, for the purpose of being pre 
sented in the House of Representatives 

On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 

Ordered, That the papers in the case of Reeder. John 
son, and Jones be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 


and referred to the Committe on Naval Affhirs 


On motion by Mr. THOMSON, ) New Jer- 
sey, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Mary C. Ham 
ilton be withdrawn from the files, and be referred to the 


Committee on Persions 


On motion by Mr. THOMSON, of New Jer- 


sey, it was 
Ordered, That the petition and papers relative to the 
claim of Jonathan H. Carter be withdrawn from the files, 


Art 
FITZPATRICK, it was 
of Hugh Wallace 


Committee on Naval 


On motion by Mr. 
Ordered, That the 


and reterred to the irs 


papers in the case 


Wormiley be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, and 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs 

On motion by Mr. PRATT, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Erkskine and 
Fichelberger be withdrawn from the files, and referred to 
the Committee on Claims 

On motien by Mr. CASS, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers relative to the 
claim of Hezekiah Miller be withdrawn from the files, and 
referred to the Committee on Claims 

On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That Nathaniel Kuykendall have leave to with 
draw his petition and papes from the files of the Senate. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. HAMLIN gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill author the 
struction of a line of telegraph from the Missis- 
sippt river to the Pacific ocean. 


Mr. SLIDELL 


Zing Cone 


rave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill granting the richt of 
way and a portion of the public lands to the State 


of Florida, to aid in the construction of a railroad 
across the peninsula of that State. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. SHIELDS, in pursuance of previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to tntroducea bil! for the 
benefit of locators and purchasers of swamp and 
overflowed lands; which was read twice by its 
title, and referred to the Committee on Public 


Lands. 

Mr. CHASE, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and to 
divide the State of Ohio intotwo 


obtained leave to intro duce a bill 


judicial districts 
and to provide for holding the district and cir “jt 
courts of the United States therein; which was 


read twice by its title, laid the table, and or- 


dered to be printed, 
Mr. DIXON, in pursuance of 


on 


previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to introducea bil! for the 
relief of the heirs at law of Lieutenant Charles A. 
Wickliffe, Jr.; which was read twice by its title, 
and referred to the Committee on Private Land 


Claims. 

Mr. HAMLIN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to remunerate the States Maine and Masse- 
chusetts for lands conveyed to enable the United 
States to fulfill stipulations of the treaty of Wash- 
ington; which was read twice by its ttle, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK, agreeably to previous 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill 
to authorize the payment of certain claims for 
losses sustained and depredations committed during 
hostilities with the Creek and Seminole Indians 
in the years 1836 and 1837. 

The bill was read twice by its title, 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FOOT, agreeably to previous noti 


and referred 


e, as kead 


and obtained leave to introduce a bill making a 
rrant of lands to the several States and Territories 
of the Union for the benefit of indigent insane per- 


sons. 
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The bill was read twice by its title, and referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered 
to be printed. 


FRENCH SPOLIATION BILL. 
On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Foreign Relations be 
discharged from the further consideration of the billto pro 
vide for the ascertainment and satisfaction of the claims of 
American citizens, for spoliations committed by the French 

rior to the Bist day of July, in the year 1801], and that the 
pin, together with all matters relating to the subject, be re 
ferred to a select committee of five, to be appointed by the 
President pro tem, 

REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the memorial of the 
Mississippi Baptist State Convention, praying 
that adequate measures may be taken to secure to 
American citizens religious liberty abroad, ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration there- 
of, and that it be referred, together with all papers 
in regard to that subject, to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Noah Miller, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his re- 
lief, evtitled ** A bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Noah Miller.” 

The bill was read and passed to a second read- 
ing. ‘The report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Priscilla C. 
Simonds, submitted a report, accompanied by a 
bill, for her relief. The bill was read and ordered 
to a second reading; and the report was ordered to 
be printed 

Mr. PRATT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of the legal rep- 
resentatives of Doctor William Somerville, de- 
ceased, submitted a report, accompanied by a bill 
for their relief. The bill was read and passed to a 
second reading, and the report was a 
printed. 

Mr. BENJAMIN, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to which was referred the petition of 
merchants of New Orleans, praying an extension 
of that port, submitted a report, accompanied by 
a bill to extend the limits of the port of New Or- 
leans. The bill was read, and passed to a second 
reading, and the report was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the memorial of 
Cornelius Macauley, submitted a report, accom- 
panied by a bill for his relief; which was read and 
passed to a second reading. The report was or- 
dered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
the subject was_referred, submitted a report, ac- 
companied by a bill for the relief of Mary E. D. 
Blaney, widow of the late George Blaney; which 
was read and passed to a second reading. The 
report was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the memorial of Daniel Winslow, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for his 
relief; which was read a first time, and passed to 
a second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


INCREASE OF THE NAVY. 


Mr. GWIN, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported that the committee had had under 
consideration that portion of the report of the 
Secretary of the Navy recommending an increase 
of the navy, in which he asks for authority to 
have constructed, at least, six first-class frigate 
propellers, and suggests that if the authority be 
granted, the appropriation should be made at an 
early date to enable the Department to build them 
with dispatch; and that the committee fully con- 


curred in the suggestions and recommendations of || 


the Secretary of the Navy, and would give its 
attention to the bill, making appropriations for 
this object, which is expected at an early day from 
the House of Representatives. 

The report was read. 

Mr.GWIN. Mr. President, the subject em- 
braced by that report was earnestly presented to 
the consideration of Congress by the Secretary of 
the Navy, and the Committee on Naval Affairs 
has acted upon it promptly,so far as the principle 
is concerned. The Committee on Naval Affairs 
of the House has reported a bill to provide for the 
construction of six steam frigates, and I notify 


| sequence of its seizure at New York, by the dis- 


| owners. 


ered to be | 


| bonded warehouses, and for other purposes, re- 


| recommended its passage. 


| to supress the circulation of small notes as a 


| tion. 


| bill. 


| provision, the party violating it shall forfeit ten 


| shall sue therefor, and the other half for the use 
| of the county of Washington; that it shall be un- 


rate, to pass such paper as currency, under the 


| than ten dollars for every offense; that on failure of 
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the Senate that, as soon as that bill comes here, 
I shall move for an early consideration of it. 
BRIG KATE BOYD. 


Mr. SEWARD. The Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred a joint resolution for 


the relief of the owners of the brig Kate Boyd, || 


have directed me to report the same back to the | 
Senate, with the recommendation that i@do pass. 
The subject of the joint resolution arises from an | 
application by the owners of the Kate Boyd, of | 
soston, for indemnity for losses sustained by the | 
detention of the vessel at New York by order of | 
the officers of the Government, in 1850. The case | 
was at the last session the subject of correspond- 
ence between the committee and the Departments 
of State and the Treasury. 

The joint resolution proposes to refer the sub- 
ject for adjustment to the Departments, namely, 
to the Secretary of State and the Attorney Gen- 
eral, 
Senate to consider it at this time. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent as in Committee of the Whole. It pro- 
poses to direct that the petition aud papers of the 
owners of the brig Kate Boyd, formerly owned 
chiefly by Gregorson & Sumner, of Boston, 
praying for indemnity for losses sustained in con- 


trict attorney of that district, under the authority 
of the President, be referred to the Secretary of 
State and the Attorney General to adjust the same; 
and if the legal rights of the petitioners were 
violated, whereby they received damage, to allow 
such indemnity as to them shall appear to be just; 
and that the Secretary of the Treasury shall cause 
such allowance, if any be made, to be paid to the 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
athird reading, read a third time, and passed. 
The report of the committee was ordered to be 
printed, 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which was referred the bill to extend 
the warehousing system by establishing private 


ported the same back without amendment, and 


SMALL NOTES IN THE DISTRICT. 


Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to which was referred a bill 


currency in the District of Columbia, reported 
the same back with an amendment. 

Mr. ADAMS. I desire to ask the Senate to 
consider the bill at this time. 

The PRESIDENT. It requires unanimous 
consent. 

Mr. ADAMS. I hope there will be no objec- 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the Whole, to consider the 
It proposes to forbid the making, issuing, 
emitting, signing, drawing, or indorsing of any 
paper as a currency in the District of a lessamount 
than five dollars; that for every violation of the 


dollars, one half for the use of the person who 


lawful for any person, or body politic, or corpo- 
penalty of forfeiting not less than five, nor more 
any person or body issuing such paper, to redeem 


the same when presented, they shall forfeit twen- 
ty dollars for every offense; that the penalty shall 


| either receive or pay out such paper, it 


I will ask the unanimous consent of the | 


| lay. 








be recovered in an action of debt, before any jus- 


| tice of the peace in the District; that all contracts, 


whether written or verbal, to pay or deliver money, 


or any valuable thing, the consideration whereof 

may be wholly or in part any circulating medi- 
| um under five dollars, shall be held illegal; that 
| it shall be lawful for the court before which the suit 


may be brought, to cause to be examined as wit- 
nesses any defendants to such suit, touching the 
matter in controversy; that where evidence suf- 
cient to prove the nature of a contract, above 
specified, cannct be obtained, it shall be lawful for 
the court to require the plaintiff to be sworn to 


| testify the truth in regard to the transaction; that 


* 
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when any one in business, under a license, shall 


shall 


be the duty of the attorney of the United States 
for the District to institute proceedings in the 
circuit court, requiring the offenders to show cause 
why their license should not be forfeited; and that. 
on proof of such charge, the license shall be fon. 
feited; and that the act shall be in force from and 
after the passage thereof; and any parts of former 
acts which may be repugnant to it, shall be re- 


| pealed. 


The amendment of the committee was to insert 
in the fifth section, after the word ‘ verbal,” the 
words ‘* hereafter made,”’ so that it will read: 


‘* All contracts, whether written or verbal, hereafter made 
to pay or deliver money, or any valuable thing, or thine 
purporting to be a valuable thing, the consideration whereof 
may be either wholly or in part any paper currency or eir- 
culating medium under five dollars, or other paper or eyr- 
rency prohibited by the act, shall be eemed and held to be 
illegal.?? 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricur 
in the chair.) If there be no further amendment, 
the bill will be reported to the Senate as amended. 

Mr. PEARCE. The subject embraced by the 


| bill is an important one, and one which I think 
| should not be hurried through the Senate in this 
| manner. 
| more mature consideration on the part of the Sen- 
| ate, and that its further consideration should be 


I would suggest that it should have a 


postponed for a few days. 


Mr. ADAMS. As the consideration of the 


| bill is objected to, I will not press it at this time, 


but ask that it be made the special order for some 


| future day. What day will the Senator suggest ? 


Mr. PEARCE. I will suggest Tuesday week, 


| and at the same time move that the bill, asamended, 
be printed. 


Mr. ADAMS. I move then that the bill be 
postponed until next Tuesday week, and be made 
the speciai order of the day for one o’clock. 

Mr. GWIN. Thebillis an important one, and 
should be acted upon at an early period. The 
Senator from Maryland only asks for a short de- 
I therefore suggest that it be made the special 
order of the day for Tuesday next. I make that 
motion. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Brien in 


the chair.) The question will be put on the long- 


est period first. 
Mr. ADAMS. I withdraw my motion. 
Mr. Gwin’s motion was agreed to, and the bill 
was ordered to be printed. 
LIEUTENANT GENERALCY. 
Mr. SHIELDS, in pursuance of previous notice, 


| asked and obtained leave to introduce a joint reso- 


lution, authorizing the President of the United 


| States to confer the title of lieutenant general by 
| brevet for eminent services; which was read twice 


by its title. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I move that the joint resolution 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. DAWSON. I trust the resolution will 
not be referred. It has often been before the Sen- 
ate at previous sessions, and has been passed 
more than once. I think it would be better for 
the Senate to designate a day on which to take up 
and act upon the resolution. I hope that course 
will be pursued. 1 

Mr. SHIELDS. The honorable Senator is 


| correct when he says that this joint resolution is 
| precisely similar to the one which was passed by 
| the Senate at the last session, by a very decisive 


vote, and without any very serious opposition. 
Mr. SEWARD. Why not pass it now? 
Mr. SHIELDS. If there be no objection, I 


| should be very much pleased to have the resolu- 


tion acted upon at this time. But I anticipated 


| some opposition to that course, and therefore | 
re 


the reference. I ask, however, if there 
e no objection, that the resolution may be con- 
sidered at this time. — 
Mr. PETTIT. I object to the consideration of 
the resolution at this time. 
Mr. DAWSON, Then let it be referred. | 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Briert in 
the chair.) The question will now be on the 
motion to refer. : 
Mr. SHIELDS. I withdraw the motion, so as 
to let the joint resolution take its place on the 


Calendar. 


PIONEER MANUFACTURING COMPANY. 
Mr. PRATT. I am instructed by the Com 
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mittee on the District of Columbia to report a bill 
to incorporate the Pioneer Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Georgetown. I presume there can be no 
objection on the part of any one to the passage of 
the bill at this time. It was considered by the 
Senate, and passed unanimously at the last ses- 
sion. 

The bill was read twice by its title, and consid- 
ered by the Senate as in Committee of the Whole. 
It proposes to incorporate Thomas Wilson, Evan 
Lvons, Esau Pickerell, Thomas Brown, their as- 
sociates, successors, and assigns, as a bod y-politic 
and corporate, for the purpose of manufacturing 
cotton, woolen, and silk goods at Georgetown, in 
the District of Columbia, and authorizes them to 
have a capital stock of $200,000, divided into 
shares of $100 each. It further proposes to give 
the company the usual privileges of incorporated 
companies, and restricts them from the exercise 
of banking powers; and reserves to Congress the 
right to alter or repeal the charter, whenever the 
yublic good may require it. 

Mr. PETTIT. I would ask the honorable Sen- 
ator from Maryland whether the bill contains the 
individual liability clause? Whether it makes the 
stockholders liable individually for the indebted- 
ness of the company ? 

Mr. PRATT. It does not. 

Mr. PETTIT. I desire to prepare and offer an 
amendment providing that the stockholders shall 
be individually responsible for the liabilities of the 
company. 

Mr. GWIN. I hope the Senator from Mary- 
land will consent to let this subject go over, if it is 
to lead to debate. Certainly a debate on the sub- 
ject was not expected. 

Mr. PRATT. I did not anticipate that there 
would be any objection to the bill. 

Mr. PETTIT. Has the bill been reported from 
a committee r 

Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir; and in precisely the 
same form in which it passed the Senate at the 
last session. 

Mr.GWIN. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject until to-morrow. 

Mr. PRATT. If the Senator from Indiana 
insists on his amendment, I suppose the bill must 
go over. 

Mr. PETTIT. I shall insist upon it. I shall 
vote for it myself, but I do hot know the feeling of 
the Senate in regard to it. 

Mr. PRATT. Then let the bill go over. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


Mr. GWIN. I move that the bill, as reported, 


and the proposed amendment, be ordered to be 
printed. 


The motion was agreed to. 


REFERENCE OF JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS. 


Mr. SEWARD. I offer the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inquire 
whether, consistently with the Constitution, provision can 
be made for referring causes instit#ted according to the 
course of the common-law, to referees, and whether such 
provisions, if they could be constitutionally made, would 
be expedient. 

Mr. President, I hold in my hand communica- 
tions from a judge of the Supreme Court, and from 
some professional gentlemen, upon the subject in- 
volved in the resolution. I ask, if there be no ob- 
jection, that the resolution be now considered, and 
that the communications which I holdin my hand 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The resolution was agreed to, and the com- 
munications were so referred. 


CENSUS PRINTING. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. During the last session of | 


the last Congress, the House of Representatives 
ordered the publication of one hundred thousand 
copies of the ** Abstract of the Census,’’ for the 
use of that body. The Senate has not yet ordered 
the abstract to be published. I think it will be 
necessary for us to have some fifteen or twenty 
thousand copies of that document. We have 
daily applications for the Abstract of the Census. 
I beg leave, therefore, to offer a resolution order- 
ing the printing of twenty thousand copies of the 
Abstract of the Census, being the report of the 
Superintendent, which was published by the House 
of Representatives. I hold in my hond a copy of 
the document: perhaps Senators have seen it. I 


offer the resolution, and ask for its consideration 
At this time: 
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Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the Senate, 
twenty thousand copies of the Abstract of the Seventh Cen 
sus, being a report of the Superintendent of the Census as 
published by the House of Representatives at the last ses- 
sion of the last Congress. 

Mr. HAMLIN. Is the resolution of the Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania before the Senate for con- 
sideration? Do not the rules require that all such 
resolutions shall go to the Committee on Printing? 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. Iftherebeany 
objection, the resolution must go overas a matter 
of course. 

Mr. HAMLIN. I makeno objection to the con- 
sideration of the resolution at this time. I only 
desire to say thata resolution, similar in its import, 
was submitted to the Senate at the last session, 
and I believe that the Committee on Printing came 
to the conclusion not to report favorably upon it, 
for the reason that they believed there were such 
inaccuracies in the abstract that they would not 
be warranted or justified in recommending its pub- 
lication. I now desire to say, that the subject of 
printing an additional number of the census, as 
finished under the superintendence of Mr. De 
Bow, together with abstracts of the.same, and 
other matters connected with that subject, are 
now before the Committee on Printing; and with 
that matter before them, | do not myself see the 
necessity for ordering an additional number of the 
old abstract which has already been printed. 


Mr. GWIN. lam in favor of printing addi- | 


tional copies of the census, but not of the abstract. 
I think that the number of the census which has 
been printed is entirely too small. As a member 
of this body, I have received numerous applica- 
tions for copies of the census, as taken by the 
officers of the United States. { am in favor of 
printing it in large numbers, and distributing it 
among the people. Therefore, I object to this 
resolution, and hope the Senate will order the 


| publication of an additional number of the census. 


Mr. CASS. What is the number of copies of 
the census which has been printed for the Senate ? 
Mr. HAMLIN. Eight thousand, I believe. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If objection be 
made, the resolution must go to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. PRATT. Mr. President, the abstract 
which has been prepared, and one copy of which 
has been laid on the table of every Senator, is a 
document which I cannot wish to see printed for 
the Senate, although I believe that a proper ab- 
stract of the Census would be a document which 
should be printed, for the purpose of being more 
generally distributed amongst our constituents than 
the Census at large willbe. But I agree with those 
Senators, who think that the abstract of the Cen- 


sus which has been prepared, is not such a docu- | 


ment as is worthy to be printed and sent abroad. 
I have looked over it, and 1 do not think that 
there is more than a single table, containing about 
half of a page, which would be of the least prac- 
tical utility to the public, if printed and sent 
amongst them. I refer to the last table in the 
book. That would be useful, but it does not 
cover more than half of one page. 

I think that the subject—being before the Com- 
mittee on Printing—should be allowed to rest there 
for the present, that they may cause, in some 
way, such an abstract to be made of this immense 
volume as will be useful to our constituents; and 
that a sufficient number of it may be printed by 
us to give it a general circulation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The resolution 
being objected to, must go, as a matter of course, 
to the Committee on Printing, under the rules. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespayr, December 21, 1853. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Mirsurn. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


Mr. Rotanp Jones, a Representative from the 
State of Louisiana, appeared, and was qualified 
by taking the customary oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 


SEAMEN IN THE MERCHANT SERVICE. 


The SPEAKER [aid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of State, contain- 
ing an abstract of the returns made to the Depart- 


ment by the collectors of customs, showing the | 
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number of seamen registered in the several ports 
of entry in the United States, during the year 
ending September 30, 1853. 

On motion by Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, the 
communication was laid upon the table and ordered 
to be printed. 


CENSUS REPORT. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
communication from the Secretary of the Interior, 
inclosing the report of the Superintendent of the 
Census, dated the 14th instant, to which brief 
allusion was made in the annual report of said 


Secretary; which was ordered to lie upon the table 
and be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
committees for reports. 

On motion by Mr. PECKHAM, the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims was discharged from the 
further consideration of the following petitions; 
and the same were referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions: 

The petition of Hannah Reed, of Pennsylvania, 
asking for an increase of revolutionary pension; 

And the petition of the heirs of Michael Shaver, 
of Virginia, asking for a pension on account of 
their father having been killed at the battle of 
Camden. 


RICHARD W. MEAD. 


Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, reported the following bill; which 
was read a first and second time by its title, re- 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered 
to be printed; 

‘** A bill for settling the claim of the legal repre- 
sentatives of Richard W. Mead, deceased.”’ 


DELEGATE FROM NEBRASKA. 
On motion by Mr. RICHARDSON, the Com- 

. ry - 
mittee on the Territories was discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial of Thomas 
Johnson, praying to be admitted a Delegate in 
Congress from the Territory of Nebraska; and the 
same was referred to the Committee on Elections. 


SAMUEL COLT. 

Mr. THURSTON, from the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office, reported the fol- 
lowing bill; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and ordered to be printed: 

‘* A bill for the relief of Samuel Colt.”’ 

The SPEAKER then proceeded to call the 
States for resolutions. 


BOOKS ORDERED BY CONGRESS. 

Mr. ORR. I offer the following resolution, and 
upon it | demand the previous question: 

Resolved, That the House members of the Joint Commit- 
tee on the Library be instructed to inquire into, and report 
what books have been ordered to be printed by authority 
of Congress which have not been completed ; the progress 
made with the respective works ; the time when they will 
probably be completed; the names of the contractors, and 
the work each one is to print; the contract prices stipulated 
to be paid for editing and publishing; and such other facts 
as may inform the House fully on the subject. 


The previous question received a second, and 
the main question was ordered to be now put. 

The question was then taken, and it was decided 
in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 


POST OFFICE IN SAVANNAH. 
Mr. SEWARD. I offer the following resolu- 
tion: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency and 
necessity of erecting a post office building in the city of 
Savannah, Georgia, and to report upon the same by bill or 
otherwise. 


Mr. FLORENCE. If it be in order 1 would 
like to have an amendment attached to the gen- 
tleman’s resolution, that the same inquiry be made 
by the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads in regard to the city of Philadelphia. Per- 
haps it would be well enough to ask the commit- 
tee to inquire into the expediency and necessity 
of affording better accommodations for post office 
purposes in all the principal cities of the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman please 
submit his amendment in writing 

Mr. FLORENCE. I shall have to prepare it; 
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and not desiring to interrupt the gentleman’s reso- - 


lution, | now give notice that, when the opportu- 
nity is afforded me, I shall submit a resolution 
covering the whole ground of my suggestion. | 

The question was then taken on the resolution 
of Mr. Sewarop, and it was adopted. 


OBSTRUCTIONS IN THE SAVANNAH RIVER. 

Mr. SEWARD. I ask leave to introduce a 
bill, entitled ‘*A bill to provide for the removal of 
obstructions inthe river Savannah, in the State of 
Georgia, and for improvement of the same; and 
to reimburse the city council of Savannah for such 
sums as @aid city authorities may have heretofore 
expended for that purpose,’’ of which previous 
notice has been given. 

There was no objection, and the bill was read a 
first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 


NAVY-YARD AND DEPOT ON THE COAST OF 
GEORGIA. 

Mr. S. also asked leave to introduce a bill, en- 
titled ** A bill to authorize the establishing of a 
navy-yard and depét on the coast of Georgia, at 
the city of Brunswick, in Glynn county,” of 
which previous notice had beeu given. 

There was no objection, and the bill was read 
a first arid second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

CHAPLAINS TO CONGRESS AND THE ARMY 
AND NAVY. 

Mr. DENT. I desire to present a memorial of 
sundry citizens of Georgia, praying the abolition 
of the office of Chaplain in Congress and the 
Army and Navy of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentieman can send his 
memorial to the Clerk’s table, to be filed under the 
rule. 

Mr. DENT. I know that, sir; but I desire to 
move a special reference of this petition, as it 
involves constitutional questions. | move its 
reference to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman can order it 
to be so referred when filing it with the Clerk. 

SELMA AND GADSDEN RAILROAD. 

Mr. DOWDELL, I ask leave of the House to 
introduce a bill, entitled ‘* a bill granting the right 
of way to the State of Alabama, and a portion of 
the public lands to aid in the construction of a 
railroad from Selma, on the Alabama river, to 
Gadsden, on the Coosa river, in said State,’’ of 
which previous notice has been given. 

There was no objection; and the bill was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, 

HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS. 

Mr. PHILIPS offered a resolution; which was 

read as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of continuing and 
completing such of the river and harbor improvements as 
were appropriated for atthe last Congress, and which, in the 
opinion of the committee, are within the constitutional 
powers of this Government, and of general interest and 
mmportance ; and that they report at an early day of the 
session by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. PHILIPS. Upon that resolution I demand 
the previous question. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I would request the gentle- 
man from Alabama [Mr. Puitips] to withdraw 
his demand for the previous question, until I 
can offer an amendment 

[Cries of ** No!’ ‘*No!”? 

Mr. DUNHAM. I desire, if the gentleman 
will withdraw the call for the previous question, to 
so amend the resolution that it shall be referred to 
the appropriate committee. 

Under the rule of the House that resolution 
should go to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
My purpose is, if the call for the previous question 
is not sustained, or if the gentleman withdraws it, 
to make the amendment I have indicated. 

The SPEAKER. Is the call for the previous 
question withdrawn ? 

Mr. PHILIPS. I do not withdraw it, as I 
understand that the Committee on Commerce is 
the appropriate committee to which the resolution 
will be referred, under the rule of the House. 

Mr. WENTWORTH, of Illinois. I ask for 
tellers upon the call for the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harris and 
Mace appointed. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Before the question is taken, 
I desire to have the 95th rule read. 


| Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, Curtis, 


rule will be read. 

There being no objection, the rule was read, as 
follows: 

**98. It shall be the duty of the Committee on Roads and 
Canals to take into consideration all such petitions and 
matters or things relating to roads and canals, and the im- 
provement of the navigation of rivers, as shall be pre- 
sented, Or may come in question, and be referred to them 
by the House ; and to report thereupon, together with such 
propositions relative thereto, as tu them shall seem expe 
dient.”’ 


The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 76, noes 44. 

So the previous question received a second. 

The main question was then ordered. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I demand the yeas and 
nays upon the passage of the resolution. 

‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The resolution was again read by the Clerk. 

Mr. MACDONALD. I move to lay the reso- 
lution upon the table. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken, and the result was— 
yeas 55, nays 112; as follows: 

YEAS—Messers. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Thos. H. Bayly, Bocock, Boyce, Brooks, Chastain, 
Cobb, Craige, Cutting, John G. Davis, Dean, Dent, Disney, 
Dunham, Edmundson, Faulkner, Goode, Greenwood, 
Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hillyer, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kid 
well, Kittredge, Kurtz, Lamb, Letcher, Lilly, Macdonald, 
MeQuven, Mace, Mayall, Morrison, Murray, Olds, Andrew 
Oliver, Orr, Packer, Bishop Perkins, Powell, Singleton, 
Skelton, William Smith, Snodgrass, Richard H. Stanton, 
Jobn J. Taylor, Tweed, Vail, and Walker—55. 

NAYS—Meesrs. James C. Allen, Appleton, Belcher, 
Benson, Bissell, Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, Carpenter, 
Chandler, Chase, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Corwin, 
Dawson, Dick, 
Dunbar, Eastman, Eddy, Edgarton, Edmands, Ellison, 
Eng ish, Etheridge, Everhart, Fariey, Fenton, Flagler, 
Florence, Franklin, Giddings, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, 


Upon that motion I 
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The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 


Hastings, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, John- | 


son, Roland Jones, Keitt, Knox, Lane, Latham, Lindley, 
Lindsley, McCulloch, McMutlin, Macy, Meacham, Mid- 
dieswarth, John G. Miller, Morgan, Nichols, Noble, Nor 
ton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, 
John Perkins, Philips, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, 
Ready, Reese, Richardson, Riddle, David Ritchie, Thomas 
Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, 
Seward, Seymour, Simmons, Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. 
Smith, William R. Smith, George W. Smyth, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Straub, Andrew Stuart, 
John L. Taylor, Thurston, Trout, Vansant, Wade, Wal- 
bridge, Walsh, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburne, 
Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, 
Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer—112. 


So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Pending the call of the roll — 

Mr. DISNEY said: I am in favor of this 
reference, though I was opposed to the river and 
harbor bill of the last Congress. 

The question then recurred upon the passage of 
the resolution upon which the yeas and nays had 
been ordered, and bmg taken, the result was— 
yeas 111, nays 54; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Appleton, Belcher, 
Benson, Bissell, Bugg, Lewis D. Campbell, Carpenter, 
Chandler, Chase, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cook, 
Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Dawson, Dick, Dunbar, 
Dunham, Eastman, Eddy, Edgarton, Edmands, Ellison, 
English, Etheridge, Everhart, Ewing, Farley, Flagler, Flor- 
ence, Franklin, Aaron Harlan, Harrison, Hastings, Haven, 
Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, Johnson, Roland Jones, 
Knox, Lane, Latham, Lindley, Lindsley, McCulloch, 
Macey, Maxwell, Meacham, Middleswarth, John G. Miller, 
Smith Miller, Morgan, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Mordecai 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Philips, 
Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Richardson, Rid- 
die, David Ritchie, Thomas Ritchey, Robbins, Rogers, 
Russell, Sabin, Sage, Sapp, Seward, Seymour, Simmons, 
Gerrit Smith, Samuel A. Smith, William R. Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Hestor L. Stevens, Strat- 
ton, Straub, Andrew Stuart, David Stuart, John L. Taylor, 
Thurston, Trout, Tweed, Vansant, Wade, Walbridge, 
Walker, Washbarn, Wells, John Wentworth, Tappan 
Wentworth, Hendrick B. Wright, Yates, and Zollicoffer 
—Iil. 

NAYS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Willis Allen, David J. 
Bailey, Thomas H. Bayly, Barksdale, Bocock, Boyce, 
Brooks, Chastain, Chrisman, Cobb, Craige, John G, Davis, 
Dean, Dent, Disney, Edmundson, Goode, Greenwood, 
Grow, Sampson W. Harris, Wiley P. Harris, Hibbard, 
Hillyer, Houston, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, Kid- 
well, Kittredge, Letcher, Lilly, McMullin, McQueen, May- 
all, Morrison, Murray, Olds, Andrew Oliver, Packer, John 


| Perkins, Powell, Reese, Ruffin, Shaw, Singleton, William 


Smith, Snodgrass, Sollers, Richard H. Stanton, John J. 
Taylor, Vail, Waish, and Wheeler—S. 


So the resolution was passed. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to reconsider the 
vote just taken by which the resolution passed; 
and, | believe, as the previous question has ex- 


|| hausted itself, the motion is debatable. 
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The SPEAKER assented. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Mr. Speaker, it is as well 
that this House should settle now the principle 
upon which they are to act in reference to the mat. 
ter which is to be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce and the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals, so that both committees may not feel them- 
selves called upon to go into the consideration of 
the same subjects. The question which we om 
now called upon to decide 1s, whether this matter 
properly belongs to the Committee on Commerce 
orto the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, (interrupting.) I beg leave 
to suggest this question of order. I agree per- 
fectly in opinion with the gentieman from Indiana, 
{[Mr. Dunuam,] that the previous question has 
exhausted itself, and that his motion is debat- 
able. But I think it was decided the last session 
differently. 1 raise the point now, for the pur- 
pose of calling the attention of the Chair to the 
subject, so that the rulemay beuniform. If 1 am 
not mistaken, the Speaker decided the last session 
that motions to reconsider, coming up under the 
circumstances similar to the present, were not de- 
batable. 

The SPEAKER. Therecollection of the Chair 
is, that the practice has been uniform both be- 
fore and during the last Congress, that the pre- 
vious question had exhausted itself. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 think it will be recol- 
lected that during the last Congress, when motions 
to reconsider votes, taken under the operation of 
the previous question, were made, the decision of 
the Speaker was, that such motions were not de- 
batable. 

The SPEAKER. It is very often the case that 
incidental questions come up—the previous ques- 
tion resting upon the main question—which have 
been decided as not debatable; but it has been the 
uniform practice, according to the recollection of 
the Chair, that the previous question is exhausted 
whenever the final vote has been taken upon the 
main question to which it applies. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. This resolution was adopt- 
ed under the operation of the previous question, 
and [ think the Chair now rightly decides that, 
when the question upon its adoption had been 
taken, the previous question was exhausted; but 
if he will consult the Journals of the House, I 
think he will find some discisions made the other 
way. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the gen- 
tleman will find that the distinction has always 
been made between motions incidental to, and mo- 
tions directly affecting, the main question. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I am certainly satisfied 
with the decision of the Chair; I only desired to 
cali his attention to the subject, so that a uniform 
rule may be adhered to with respect to it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I was proceeding to remark, 
that it is a matter of some importance that the 

House shall decide now, and decide definitely, in 
reference to the proper reference of this subject; 
for it is useless, ceftainly, for two of the commit- 
tees of the House to undertake to recommend legis- 
lation upon the same subject. Of course I do not 
consider the action of the House this morning 
as an insinuation of impropriety upon the part of 
the committee to which I have the honor to belong, 
in the course they have pursued in reference to 
this subject. Nevertheless, if this subject does 
properly belong to the Committee or Roads and 
Canals, the action of the House in taking it from 
them and in giving it to another committee, indi- 
cates at least, a want of confidence in them. _ 

Now, sir, if gentlemen will refer to the 83d 
rule of the House, prescribing the duties of the 
Committee on Commerce, they will see that that 
committee has nothing whatever to do with the 


improvement of the channels of rivers. Their 


duties are confined to matters of commerce itself 
—commerce, in the strictest sense of the term. 
Again, if gentlemen will turn to the ninety-eighth 
rule, defining the duties of the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, they will find that the subject of the 
improvement of the channels of rivers is placed 
under their charge. The two subjects are per- 
fectly distinct, the one from the other. 

Mr. PHILIPS made a remark, which was 1D- 
audible to the reporter. ts 

Mr. DUNHAM. I will read the rule, if the 
gentleman desires it. 

Mr. PHILIPS. To what rule does the gentle- 
man refer? 


























1853. 


Mr. DUNHAM. 
‘ It shall be the 
( iis to take into ¢ 
matters or in 


provement of the navigation of rivers, as shall be presented 
' 


To the 98th. IT will read it: 
duty of the Committee on Roads and 
ration all such petitions, and 
to roads and canals, and the im 


nside 


gs relating 


or iy come in question, and be referred to them by the 
Hou and to report thereupon, together with such propo 
5 is relative thereto, as to them shall seem expedient.”’ 

Mr. PHILIPS. Wiil the gentleman under- 
take to say that the subject of lizght-houses does 


not properk zo to the Committee on Commerce ? 
DUNHAM. The subject of light-houses 
is not included in the bill to which this resolution 


refers. There is noconflict, lapprehend, between 
the two committees in reference to the subject of 
lizht-houses. The control of that subject has 
always been conceded to the Committee on Com- 
merece. 


So far as the subject of harbors is concerned, I 
it this view of the case: The rule prescribing 
the Committee on Commerce cer- 
tainly has no more reference to the subject of har- 
bors than the one I have read. Now, if there are 
some matters in that bill which, by an express 
of the House, goto one committee, and none 
of them to the other, I submit it to the gentleman 
from Alabama {[Mr. Putips] if the bill should 
not go to our committee ? 
The 83d rule reads as follows: 
3. It shall be the 


presel 


the duties of 


ruie 


duty of the Committee on Com 
to take into consideration all such petitions and 
matters Or ‘things touching the commerce of the United 
States as shall be presented, or shall or may come into 
and be referred to them by the House; and to 
from time to time, their opinion thereon.’’ 


merce 


question, 
re port, 

There is nothing in that rule that refers either 
to hirbors, or rivers, or canals, but there is some- 
thing in the other rule which does refer to them, 
and [ therefore apprehend that there is a subject 
embraced in this bill which does not properly, 
under the rule, go to either of these committees; 
and a subject } whie h does distinctly go to 
onecommittee. I say thatthe whole thing should 
go to that committee which is pointed out by the 
rule. 

Now, I think there can be no doubt as to what 
these rules mean. The one refers to commerce 
in the abstract—to matters and things relating to 
commerce, as between States, and also as_ be- 
tween this nation and other nations. This rule 
merely refers to the channels of commerce, or the 
means by which it is to be carried on. The one 
question goes to the Committee on Commerce, 
the other to the Committee on Roads and C anals, 
And, sir, when this House undertake to say 
that they will treat that matter which properly 
belongs to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
and to give it to another committee—-I will not 
say that the House so intends it—but it certainly 
carries with it the inference of a lack of confi- 
dence on the part of the House towards this com- 
mittee. 

Mr. YATES. Will the gentleman from In- 
diana allow me to ask him a question? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Certainly 

Mr. YATES. I would ask whether this sub- 
ject has not heretofore been referred, indifferently, 
to either committee; and, secondly, whether the 
Committee on Commerce has not always reported 
the river and harbor bills, and not the Committee 
on Roads and Canals? 

Mr. DUNHAM. I will answer the inquiry of 
the gentleman from Illinois. This matter has 
heretofore been a mooted question. It has always 
been usual to refer these bills to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. This committee was raised 
for the purpose of having such questions as this 
referred to it; and it is well known in this House 
that it is frequently the case, that when a rule 
stands in the way of the accomplishment of any 
particular object, a majority of this House are 
usually to be found ready to override the rule; and 
under such a practice I am willing to concede that 
this subject has been sometimes reverred to a com- 
mittee to which it does not belong. 

In reference to the other inquiry which the 
gentleman puts, I will say merely that the gentle- 
men is mistaken. I believe that in ail cases where 
a& matter has been referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, that committee has reported bills in 
regard to rivers and harbors; and I am inclined to 
think, in no case has the subject been referred to 
the C ommittee on Roads and Canals; but that 
committee has sometimes reported bills of this 
kind. I recollect that in the Congress preceding 
the last, this subject was referred to the Com- 


also, 
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mittee on Roads and C 


anals, of which a colleague 
of mine was chairman: 


and | know that in that case 
a bill was reported to this House, and, with that 
exception, I think there has never been an instance 
in which the subject was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

But, sir, that is neither here nor there. I 
apprehend, that even if that committee has not 
done its duty heretofore, no fair inference can be 
drawn from that fact that the present committee, 
now for the first time organize 


d, and containing, 
as it does, perhaps, not a sins 


rle member who ever 
served upon it before, will not discharge its duty 
to this House andthe country. Ll apprehend that 

because a'man may have held an office under 
Government, and have failed to do his duty 
been discharged, you are not to infer from it that 
the man who may succeed him will not do his 
duty either. [tis a wrong inference, and that is 
the very thing that | complain of here.. ‘The vote 
of this House seems to say to the House and the 
country, that they have no confidence in the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, and that that 
committee will not discharge the duty intrusted to 
it. Itis a gratuitous « a if so intended—but 
{ do not apprehend that was so intended— 
because we have had no op eens te show our 
hands—whether we duty in 
this matter or not. 

[ maintain, then, that so far as the rules of 
House are concerned, this matter should go to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. So far as the 
practice of the House is concerned, the practice 
has been, as | have already remarked, to refer this 
subject to the Committee on Roads and Canals, 
except in cases where a majority of the House has 
taken it from that committee, because they feared 
that committee, and referred it to some other com- 
mittee, where they thought they would havea 
better chance of success. 

Now, sir, whilst | am upon this point as to 
Whether that committee will do its duty upon this 
subject, | wish to call the attention of the House 
to the organization of thecommittees. Will gen- 
tlemen just take their list of committees, and look 
over the two committees? Look atthe gentlemen 
placed upon the committees—their localities and 
the interests they represent. I submit to them 


the 
and 


will discharge our 


the 


whether they see anything in the organization of 


the Committee on Roads and Canals that fore- 
shadows that this subject of internal improvements 
will not receive fair, full, and ample considera- 
tion atthe hands of that committee? If gentle- 
men will look at the organization of the two com- 
mittees, they will find that one of them has been 
expressly organized with reference to the com- 
merce of the country, chiefly of members from the 
sea-board, while the other has been taken from the 
whole country—not only from the sea-board, but 
from the interior, where these improvements exist. 

I have no doubt that if members look at the 
organization of these committees, they will see 
that the Committee on Roads and Canals, from 
its locality, is by far the most appropriate com- 
mittee to which this subject can be seferred. 
You will find upon it members not only from 
the sea-board but the interior of the northwest, 
and other interior portions of every section of the 
country, and that the subject can have fair con- 
sideration at the hands of the committee. 

I think, therefore, sir, that this vote ought to be 
reconsidered; that this matter should be referred 
to the appropriate committee; that that committee 
should not be condemned in advance without trial; 
that the matter should be referred to them, and 
then, if they fail to discharge their duty to the 
House, the House will have the power of coercion, 
either by express order, that the committee shall 
report the bill, or by taking the matter from the 
committee, and giving it to another. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I desire merely 
to say that I concur fully in the remarks which 
have been submitted by the gentleman from Indi- 
ana upon this subject. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I rise to a ques- 
tion of order. Has the gentleman from Indiana 
yielded the floor to the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. WALSH. I rise to a question of order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee will first state his point of order. 

Mr. WALSH. My point of order has refer- 
ence to the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will state 
what it is. 


77 


the rules 


Mr. WALSH. lI understand that, by 


of the House, a gentleman must rise 


his seat 
when he wishes to speak, and address the Uhair. 
Now, the gentleman from 
from his seat. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair overrules the 
tion of order. The gentleman from 
regularly on the floor. 

Mr. JONES. 1 desire to know if 
man from Indiana has yielded the 
rentleman from Ohio? , 

The SPEAKER. 
the gentleman from 
rentieman from Ohio. 

Mr. JONES. Then, sir, I think itis hig 


to put a stop to this practice, which this 


trom 
on 
rennessee has ni 


itrisen 


oques- 
i 


Tennessee is 


the gentle- 


floor to the 


The Chair understands that 
Indiana has yielded to the 


rh time 
House 


got into during the last Congress, of permitting 
one gentleman to hold the floor for an hour, and 
peddle it round the House. IL believe the rule is 


that the floor can be yielded for explanation only, 
and not for debate. — . 

The SPEAKER. 
ation only. 

Mr. JONES. Thegentlemian from O} 
the praetice which has prevailed heretofore,and I 
hope he will not, therefore, think that | make this 
point for the purpose of depriving him of the 
floor. My only wish is that the 
enforced. The gentlemen are both old members, 
and know the abuses that grew out of 
tice during the last Congress 
unite with me in correcting them. 

TheSPEAKER. Thegentleman from Indiana 
ean only yield the floor to 


It can be yielded for explan- 


io knows 


rules shall be 


this prac- 
,and I hope they will 


the gentleman from 
Ohio for explanation. 
Mr. DUNHAM. I will yield my right to the 
floor now. | can do that. 
Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I should have 
concluded my remarks by this time, had I not 


been interrup sted by the honorable gentleman from 
Tennessee; and I do not think it very properly 
becomes him to charge any of us with a dispo- 
sition to peddle out the floor, and waste the time 
of this House. 

I desire simply to say that I think there is great 
propriety in the suggestions made by the gentle- 
man from Indiana, [Mr. Dunnam] I do 
know that the great question of river and harbor 
improvements will find a sufficient number of 
friends in this House to carry any bill, if we may 
judge of the temper of the majority from the some- 
what illiberal character of the recommendations of 
the President of the United States in his annual 
message; but whether we are ina majority or not, 
it is certainly due to the friends of that great sys- 
tem that this sub ject should have a proper direc- 
tion at the outset. I agree with the gentleman 
from Indiana, that in view of the duties of these 
two committees, the Speaker, in their organiza- 
tion, has exhibited a great deal of prudence and 
discretion. If | understand the duties of the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, they appertain particularly 
to the external commerce of the country more 
than to the improvements of the great thorough- 
fares of the commerce of the interior; and by look- 
ing at the list of the members of that committee, 
it will be seen that the Speaker, in view of this 
fact, has given to the sea-board a large represenia- 
tion upon that committee, whilst, on the other 
hand, he has given to the interior a large repre- 
sentation upon the Committee on 
Canals. 

Then again, sir, the bill of the last Congress to 
which this resolution refers, made appropriations 
for a vast number of improvements in the basin of 
the Mississippi and for the northern lakes; and 
the inquiry directed to be made by this resolution 
is, whether it is expedient and proper to make ap- 
propriations for the continuation of those improve- 
ments? Now, sir, there are but two representatives 
of the great basin of the Mississippi upon the 
Committee of Commerce, and it is hardly to be 
presumed, from the locality of the members of the 
Committee on Commerce, that they wil! be so 
well-informed in regard to what is expedient and 
proper in relation to those appropriations as the 
men who represent that section of our country. 
And, sir, whether the system is to rise or fall, I 
appeal to this House, as one of the representatives 
of the Great West, whether it is not due to the 
friends of the system that such a reference should 
be made as wil! secure at least a favorable report, 
in order that this House ma y decide upon it? 

Mr. Speaker, I have said all that I desired to 
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reison 
go into the hands of the Committee on Commerce, 
there is an end to all hope for the continuance of 
our great improvements in the interior; at least, I 
feel assured that the friends of the system ought 
to make the reference to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. Although no pledge to call for the 
previous question was exacted from me as a con- 
dition to yielding me the floor, | now submit that 
motion, unless some gentleman desires to reply to 


i feel, although I may not have sufficient 
for doing so, that if this great interest 18 to 


what has been said. 
Mr. PHILIPS. I would be obliged to the gen- 
tlheman from Ohio if he would withdraw his call 


for the previous question, that Lmay submit a few 
remarks on the subject under consideration. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw the call for the 
previous question, if the gentleman will renew it 
when heconcludes, 

Mr. PHILIPS. Mr. Speaker, I do not desire 
that I shall be understood as making any imputa- 
tion upon the Committee on Roads and Canals. 
it was not for any favor which L anticipated from 
the Committee on Commerce, or for any disfa- 
vor which | apprehended from the Committee on 

toads and Canals, that induced me to frame the 

resolution as itnowis. At the last session of Con- 
, the Committee on Commerce reported a bill 
making appropriations for works of internal im- 
provement. The resolution before the House 
instructs that committee to inquire how far we 
should proceed with those works. W hat! is it not 
proper to refer to the very committee which ap- 
propriated money for the construction of works, 
the inquiry whether those works should be con- 
tinued; or is it proper, as in the estimation of the 
gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Dunuam,] to take 
from a committee which commenced a system of 
internal improvements and refer it to anothercom- 
mittee, an inquiry whether those works should be 
rosec uted or not? 

Mr. CAMPBELL. With the gentleman’s 
permission, | will say a word in relation to the in- 
ternal improvement bill of the last session. Nearly 
all the appropriations in that bill for the West 
originated, not in the Committee on Commerce, 
but in the House and the Senate. 

Mr. FULLER. I desire to correct the gentle- 
man in relation to the distribution of the appro- 
priations in the bill for the improvement of rivers 
and harbors, which came from the Committee on 
Commerce at the last session of Congress. 

That committee, sir, after giving the subject a 
patient and careful consideration, agreed to report 
a bill upon the basis that it should be reasonable 


srress 
re s 


in its amount—about a million of dollars—which | 


was all that the Government corps of engineers 
could expend in one year; and that it should be 
equally distributed, one third upon the Atlantic 
sea-board, one third upon the lakeshore, and one 
third upon the Mississippi and its tributaries. In 
conformity to the result of that consideration, the 
bill was reported, and after having been so report- 
ed, and after having been passed by the House, it 
was sent to the other wing of the Capitol, and tie 
friends of the bill in this House, and the commit- 
tee, had the painful reflection of seeing it there 
loaded down with amendments, and converted 
into a most incongruous bill. 

Mr. EWING. Will the gentleman from Ala- 
bama [Mr. Puitips}] allow me to say a single 
word? I shall not consume much of his time. 

Mr. PHILIPS. If I should yield to the gentle- 
man, I must yield to members all around the 
House, and the debate would run into the discus- 
sion of topics which are not at all germane to the 
subject under consideration, and | must therefore 
decline. 

Mr. EWING. I should have finished what I 
had to say in the time which the gentleman has 
consumed in declining to yield. 

Mr. PHILIPS. I was stating to the House 
the reason why | worded the resolution as it is. 
It was because the Committee on Commerce had 
reported the bill. They were, therefore, best pre- 
pared to say whether they could complete and 
execute all those works, or only a portion of them. 
‘They were better prepared to do so than any other 
committee. Besides, | stated, not upon my own 
authority—for I am but a new member here— 
but upon the authority of others, and upon the 
authority of my own reading of former proceed- 
ings of this House, that my motion, so far from 
being an unexampled one, properly conforms to 


| the House to action upon the resolution. 


| gives rise to debate. 
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'| the action of this House upon former occasions. 
| As I understand it, the rule has been, for many 


years past, that the harbor and river bill should 


be reported from the Committee on Commerce. 
Mr. DUNHAM. If the gentleman will allow 


/mea word, I will say that I think he will find 


himself mistaken. | think that bill has never been 
referred, by unanimons consent, to the Committee 
on Commerce. 

Mr. PHILIPS. I did not say it had been done 
by unanimous consent. I stated the action of the 
House, and not the means by which that action 
had been arrived at. I say that, generally, the bill 
for the improvement of rivers and harbors had 
proceeded from the Committee on Commerce, and 
1 am sustained in that assertion by the oldest and 
most experienced members of this House. The 
gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Dunnam] says that 
committee is not the appropriate one, under the 
rules of the House, a that if the practice of the 
House was such as I stated it to be, the practice 
was in opposition to the rules of the House. But 
the gentleman has wholly failed to show any rule 
by which a bill for the improvement of harbors 
should be referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. Now, sir, the improvement of har- 
bors constitutes one of the most important por- 
tions of the jurisdiction of this Government. And 
yet, sir, the rule of the House to which he refers 
is entirely silent in reference to harbors; and if it 


' was intended to embrace a matter of so much im- 


portance and dignity as the improvement of the 
harbors of the country, it would be extraordinary 


' indeed that it should be omitted. 


The gentleman seems to think there is no pro- 
priety in the idea of referring this to the Committee 
on Commerce. A large portion of the members 


_ of this House only maintain the constitutionality 
| of this measure, as far as it is connected with the 


jurisdiction of Congress over the commerce of the 


| country. 


The mouths of rivers, which are to a great ex- 
tent themselves harbors, are within the appro- 
priate jurisdiction of this very committee; and I 
proposed to refer the subject to them, because 
standing, as I do with many others, in denying 
the constitutionality of any action of this Govern- 


' . ° 
ment in making roads and canals, | am compelled 


to admit the constitutional right of this House to 
regulate the commerce of this country, by erect- 


| ing light-houses and building piers, and which I 


believe is justified by the contemporaneous his- 
tory of the country at the time of the adoption of 
the Constitution. I therefore proposed the refer- 
ence to the Committee on Commerce, because I 
considered it an appropriate reference. 


not prevail. 

Mr. ORR. I move the previous question. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I move to lay the mo- 
tion to reconsider on the table. 

Mr. EWING. I hope the gentleman from 
South Carolina [Mr. Orr] will withdraw the de- 


mand for the previous question for a single mo- | 
| ment. eI wish to make a brief statement. 


Mr. ORR. 1 cannot. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair, with the per- 


_ mission of the House, desires to state, that by the 


25th rule, resolutions giving rise to debate must 
go over. This resolution was introduced, the 
previous question demanded upon it, and sustained 
by the House, which cut off debate, and brought 
It was 
passed through the House without debate; for if 
debate had arisen upon its introduction, it must 
have gone over. The 56th rule reads as follows: 


* When a motion has been once made and carried in the 
affirmative or negative, it shall be in order tor any member 


of the majority to move for the reconsideration thereof on | 


the same or succeeding day, and such motion shall take 
precedence of all other questions, except a motion to ad- 
journ; and shall not be withdrawn after the said or suc- 
ceeding day without the consent of the House, and there- 
after any member may call it up for reconsideration.” 
This resolution, upon a motion to reconsider, 
The question is, whether or 
not it shall go over. The Chair thinks, to make 
these several rules consistent with each other, that 
it would have been better to have held that the 
motion to reconsider must betaken under the cir- 
cumstances without debate. The House having 
declared its purpose to reconsider the resolution, 
the Chair in this case does not enforce the rule; 
| but in all cases hereafter he will decide that mo- 


|| tions to reconsider must be taken without debate. 


| rise to no debate. 


'\*I regret this deeply. 


I hope, | 
| therefore, that the motion for reconsideration will | 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. |] demand the 
yeas and nays upon the motion to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 

‘The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Wevr- 
WORTH’s motion, and there were—ayes 97 
not counted. F 

So the motion to reconsider was laid upon the 
table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I wish to inquire of the 
Chair if the morning hour has expired ? 

The SPEAKER. It has expired. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I then move that the rules 
of the House be suspended, and that the House 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union. 

Mr. COBB. Lask my colleague to withdraw 
his motion for a moment, to allow meto introduce 
a bill, of which previous notice has been given, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the morning hour is 
sufficient for these things. The State of Alabama 
will be called in its order, and the gentleman will 
then have an opportunity to introduce his bill, | 
ask for the question upon my motion. 

The question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


noes 


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, (Mr. Orr in the chair,) and resumed the 
consideration of the President’s message, the 
question pending being upon the adoption of the 
resolutions of Mr. Houston, providing for the 
reference of that document to the appropriate 
standing committees. 


Mr. DEAN being entitled to the floor, rose and 
addressed the Committee as follows: 

He said: Mr. Cuarrman: Having at an early 
day in the session given notice of my intention 
to offer some resolutions in reference to the con- 
duct of Captain Ingraham, and having yester- 
day offered those resolutions, I stated at the time 
of offering them that I supposed they would give 
I myself did not desire to de- 
bate them, and they were referred to a committee 
without debate. ut almost immediately after 
this occurrence, a colleague of mine (Mr. Sra} 


| commenced a debate upon the President’s mes- 
| sage, and referred directly to Captain Ingraham’s 


conduct, and referred toit in a party aspect. Sir, 
I regret that, upon a ques- 
tion of this kind—a question which has no party 
affinities—on a subject having reference to the 
conduct of an officer of our Navy, in relation to 
whom, I presume, not a man in the House knows 
to which party he belongs—I say I regret deeply, 
that upon a subject of this kind, any attempt 
should be made to connect it with party. For, 
sir, | undertake to say, that the American 
ese: will of the entire American people— 

as been represented by the conduct of the Gov- 
ernment; and I say here now, although we may 
be divided upon some questions; although, in the 
dispensation of offices, party lines must be ob- 
served to some extent, yet the President is the 
representative of the whole people, and not the 
representative of any party; and in this act, 
which has challenged the attention of all men of 
all parties, and, indeed, of the whole world, more 
than any other single occurrence of the last quar- 
ter of a century, the conduct of our Government 
in sustaining its officers, has met the universal 
approval of every party in this country, and all 
classes of men throughout the world; and that the 
question which lies at the bottom involves a prin- 
ciple which should not be brought into the arena 
of party politics; and | thank the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Preston] for so gallantly coming 


| forward and defending the conduct of Captain 


Ingraham and our Government in this affair. 
Sir, I come not here to defend the Administra- 
tion. I have nothing to do with that question 
now, and utterly disclaim any such motive; but I 
cannot permit a remark or two which my col- 
league from the Madison district [Mr. Suiru] 
made yesterday in reference to our Government 
to pass unnoticed. The gentleman told this com- 
mittee, and through the committee has published it 
to the world, that although Austriais a despotism, 
yet this Government is a greater and a guiltier 
oppressor than even Austria—that the American 
Government, of which he forms a part, is a guil- 
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»opressor than Austria, and that this Admin- 
istration owes its very being and existence to the 
siave power, and to the fact that it had been 
nledged in advance to that power. 
Sir, upon that subject I shall avoid saying any~- 
thing, except that this Administration, instead of 
being pledged to the slave power, or to any other 
power, is pledged only to those great principles 
which have been cherished and adopted | by a vast 
majority of the American people—principles in 
reference to the action of the Federal Government 
on the subject of slavery in the States that have 
been understood for years, and affirmed and re- 

affirmed in every national convention, for the last 
twelve years at any rate. They have adopted the 
do trine that this Government was a confederacy 
of independent States formed for definite and spe- 
cif ied } Urposes; that the ‘powers of Congress are 

mi ted by the Constitution which created Con- 
that the institution of slavery in the States 
is a local institution, existing by virtue of munic- 
inal laws over which Congress has no control; 
that it existed at the tinae of the adoption of the 
Constitution; that such being the case, Congress 
had nothing to do in its creation, or with its ex- 
istence in any of the States of this Union. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Will the gentleman allow 
me a single moment to explain? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman from 


New York yield the floor to the gentleman from 
Ohio? 


gress; 


Mr. DEAN. I mustdecline todo so. These 
interruptions are very inconvenient. 
My colleague [Mr. Smirn] said, yesterday, 


t “te Ay s Government was a nieonans: oppressor 

Austria; and, by way of illustrating the po- 
sition that he took, he made use of a very strong 
simile, which I shall not here repeat. Mr. Chair- 
man, were it not for the well-known intelligence 
of that gentleman—were it not that he is known, 
not only throughout New York, but throughout 
the whole United States, as a man not only of en- 
lightened philanthropy and entire sincerity—as a 
gentleman, and also as a scholar possessing the 
very highest intelligence—I should be inclined to 
impute to him ignorance of the subject on which 
he spoke, to imagine that he could not have known 
the system of government which prevails in Aus- 
tria, or henever would have made such an assertion. 


He could not have known that in Austria the will ' 


of one man is law. Hecould not have known that 
the present Emperor, Francis Joseph, has wrested 
from the people a constitution which they com- 
pelled him to give them, only four or five years 
ago, and that now the police are authorized to 
arrest, without warrant, and imprison, any three 
men in Austria who may be found standing to- 
gether. He could not have known that to-day, 
women—women of the highest rank, woman of 
education, women of the purest character; ay, 
Christian women—are pining in the dungeons of 
Austria, merely for political offenses. The gen- 
tleman certainly must have forgotten, in his zeal, 
the celebrated proclamation of Haynau, a portion 
of which I beg leave to read. It is the proclama- 
tion of July, 1849, and was addressed to the Hun- 
garians who were then engaged in a revolution, 
which excited the warmest sympathy, not only 
of the American people, but of every lover of free- 
dom throughout the world. Haynau, in address- 
ing them on that occasion, said: 

** Although the greater majority of you are Germans by 
language and by habit, yet, led on by a rascally hero of 
words, you have participated in the chimerical project of 
forming a Republic.”” * * * * But I comform to the 
magnanimity of my Emperor and master. Hearken, how- 
ever, to the voice of an old soldter who has shown how he 
keeps his word. Death will be visited, witheut regard to 
condition or sex, without delay, and on the spot where the 
deed is committed, upon every one: 1. Who attempts to 
assist the cause of the rebels, by word or deed, or by wear- 
ing revolutionary emblems. 2. Who dares to insult, by 
word or deed, one of my soldiers, or one of the soldiers of 
my brave allies. 3. Who enters into treasonable connec- 
tions with the enemies of the Crown, and who attempts to 
kindle the spark of rebellion by malignant reports. 4. Who 
dares to secrete arms—as was, unfortunately, formerly the 
case—and does not deliver them during the space of time 
appointed by another proclamation of mine.”’ 


That proclamation, sir, ordered the death of 
every Hungarian who set up for a republican 
form of government, without regard to age or 
sex; and that proclamation did not proceed from 
Haynau; it was authorized by the Emperor of 
that country than which ours is said to be guiltier. 
But, sir, we need not go back to 1849. wenere | 
only to look at the position of Austria to-day in 


the struggle now going on between 
Russia, which is a struggle for 
part of one of the acknowledged European na- 
tions. Austria, true to its instincts of despotism, 
refuses to allow the telegraph to be used for the 
purpose of transmitting intelligence of Turkish 
victories; liberty of the press does not exist there; 
and nobody is allowed to publish anything unless 
it is in favor of the Government, and approved 
by its appointed censors. I say, therefore, that | 
must differ from my colleague when he attempts 
to institute a comparison between our Govern- 
ment and that, which is favorable to the latter. 
But, sir, | shall dismiss that subject—it has no 
relevancy to the conduct of Captain Ingraham, 
or of our Government in sustaining him. 

I desire now to call the attention of the com- 
mittee for a few minutes to the reasons which in- 
fluenced me in introducing the resolutions in rela- 
tion to Captain Ingraham. They will probably 
come up for action in the House ina few days, and, 
as is often the case, there may then be no oppor- 
tunity of debating them at all. I therefore ask 
the attention of the committee to the subject now. 

The object of introducing these resolutions and 
passing them here is not for the purpose merely 
of glorifying Captain Ingraham, nor yet for the 
purpose of bestowing praise or casting censure 
upon this Administration; but it is simply as an 
act of justice to a man who, alone, thousands of 
miles from his country, has dared to be brave, 
prudent, and resolute; and who, in the assertion of 
a great principle, has been victorious without the 
shedding of blood; and who, by his conduet, 
has maintained the great principle of American 
law, the right of expatriation, the right of every 
man to select his own place of residence, no 
matter where he may have been born. It is for 
another purpose—it is to show the world that 
American citizenship is worth possessing. Pass 
these resolutions, and you say to our people en- 
gaged in commerce, and traveling in whatever 
country, that wherever American enterprise may 
lead them, there American valor will defend; and 
that there is no one entitled to the protection of 
our Government, no matter how insignificant, but 
its whole power, if need be, will be brought to 
his aid. And, sir, whether Koszta was a citi- 
zen, and entitled to protection as a citizen, or 
whether he was a mere stranger and sojourner, it 
matters not; he had a paper which led Captain 
Ingraham to believe he was a proper subject for 
the exercise of power; it was exercised, and he 
was rescued; the principle was established, even 
if the person had no right to claim its exercise in his 
case. But we are told that he should not be protect- 
ed because he was not a citizen, that he had only 
declared his intention to become such. I submit 
that citizenship has nothing to do with the case. 
The question is whether, when a man is entitled to 
the protection of the American flag by having re- 
sided in this country, and obtained a domicil here, 
or having declared his intention to become a citi- 
zen of these States, or by passport, or in any other 
way has placed himself in the situation of a sub- 
ject, whether our brave naval officers are not to be 
sustained in affording it, even though they may 
be compelled to do it at the cannon’s mouth. We 
have voted swords to Generals Scott and Taylor, 
and to other officers of our army, and unanimously. 
We are now called upon, and, in concert with the 
President, who has sustained Captain Ingraham, 
and the Secretary of the Navy—we being a coér- 
dinate and independent branch of the ‘Govern- 
ment, the war-making power—to uphold the great 
principle involved. It is our duty to do so by 
some plain and explicit declaration, and I know 


Turkey and 
existence on the 


of no more appropriate and emphatic manner of 


doing it than by adopting the resolutions that 
have been proposed. 

Now, sir, [ shall not go into any argument to jus- 
tify Captain Ingraham. That has been donealready 
by abler hands than mine. If any arguments 
were needed to sustain his conduct, gentlemen can 
find them by reference to that world-renowned 
correspondence. If any precedents be needed, 
they are cited there; but no precedents, no argu- 
ments could make this case plainer. God made 
each of us a man before He made him a citizen; 
and one has only to refer to the heart that is within 
him to justify the act at Smyrna. 

I shall detain the committee no longer, Mr. 
| Chairman. I trust that whenever this matter 
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on, and that the resolutions will be unanimously 
passed, and go forth to the world to show that the 
American Congress ts w American 
officers in the defense of American rights, and the 
protection of American cit both native and 
adopted. 

Mr. GIDDINGS replied to Mr. 
. arks, tl 
this floor—no * free Democrat’’ 
Congress to 
contrary, 
cor tagion 
exists, 


illinge to sustain 
zens, 


Dean, and 
at no manon 
—had ever asked 
interfere with slavery; but, on the 
they wished to wash their hands of the 
, and leave it to the States in which it 
This Government has not the constitu- 
tional right to involve him in the turpitude or dis 
grace in the traffic Any man who seeks to 
involve the people of New York, or of any other 
State, in the traffic, is an enemy to the human 
race, and opposed to the very principles which 
Jefferson, Hancock, Adams, 
claimed. 

He then opposed the recommendation of the 
President to indemnify certain citi 
srowing out of the Amistad 
history of the case. 

{His speech will be found in the Appendix. } 

Mr. WALSH next obtained the floor. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I ask the gentle- 
man from New York to give me the floora moment, 
for the purpose of explanation ? 

Mr. WALSH. I will yield for a moment. 

Mr. BAYLY. I desire, then, to say that the 
speech just made by the gentleman from Ohio 
| Mr. GippinGs] is full of errors, both of law and 
of fact; errors which, at some future time, will be 
exposed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 

Mr. BAYLY. 


threats. 


said, in the course of his rem 


and others, pro- 


zens of Spain, 


affair, and gave a 


No threats. No threats. 

I do not propose to make any 
1 only want to ask that the House will 
not prejudge the merits of this cage; for, | repeat, 
that the argument so elaborately gone into by the 
gentleman from Ohio is full of errors, 
and of fact. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. Which I suppose the gen- 
tleman will pledge himself to show. 

Mr. BAYLY.. Yes, sir, 1 pledge myself to 
show it when the proper opportunity shall pre- 
sent itself. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
man from New York, |Mr. Watsu,} who holds 
the floor, to give way for a motion that the com- 
mittee rise. 

Mr. CHANDLER. 1 ask the gentleman to 
allow me a moment for personal explanation. 

Mr. WALSH. I will yield to the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania for that purpose. 

Mr. CHANDLER. | desire to take no part in 
the discussion of the question now before the 
committee, and [I should not have troubled the 
House with a word, but for an assertion, as I un- 
derstood it, made by the gentleman from Ohio, 
who has just taken his seat, viz: that a statement 
made by a former member from the city of Phila- 
delphia was a deliberate and willful misrepresent- 
ation. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. 1 did not say precisely 
that. I said that I considered it as such, and that 
I would produce facts to prove that it was such. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Not knowing who was 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs in 
1844, and knowing who was the representative of 
the city of Philadelphia at that time, I felt anxious 
to interpose a word with reference to my imme- 
diate predecessor. I now understand that refer- 
ence was had, not to that gentleman, but to his 
kinsman, who then represented a district of Phil- 
adelphia county, not adjoining that which is con- 
tained in the city. 

The reference, however, is toa gentleman anda 
scholar, whose fault of being a Democrat of 
course [ condemn and deeply deplore, but of 
whom, in his absence, such a charge should not 
be made. He is now one of my constituents, and 
without feeling that I need make myself, his 
champion, I cannot, certainly with propriety, 
allow such an imputation—and to be made in the 
presence of so many new members—without ex- 
pressing dissent. The statements and arguments 
of the report mentioned may be erroneous, but I 
cannot think that it is right, in the absence of the 
author, to designate them as willful misrepresenta- 
tions. The discrepancies mentioned by the gentle- 
man from Ohio, as occurring in the report, are 
too patent to warrant any sup position of intended 


both of law 


| comes before the House it will be promptly acted || error. 
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Mr. FLORENCE. And no other gentleman 
from Pennsylvania on this floor would willingly 
state what he believed to be untrue. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. I hope the gentleman from 
New York {Mr. Waxsu] will favor me with the 
floor for one moment. I trust he will extend to 
me the same courtesy he extended to the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania. 

The CHAIRMAN. Will the gentleman from 
New York vield to the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. WALSH. I feel under an obligation to 
decline the request. 

{Loud cries of **Go on 1’? 66 Go on!’ ] 

Mr. WALSH. I had intended to make some 
remarks at length on this question, but | have too 
much regard for the feelings of an already ex- 
hausted House, and too much respect for myself, 
to indulge in those remarks to-day. 

Lam not so desirous of making a speech that I 
will attempt to do so now, but shall confine my- 
self to one or two suggestions in regard to the 
course which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Gip- 
pincs| hes undertaken today. Among theo- 
logians, asa general thing, whena man undertakes 
to be pious, when he gets what, in theological par- 
lance, is called religion, he is taken kindly by the 
hand and is prayed for, and encouraged. Hes not 
repelled and repulsed. And when one of my Soft 
friends from New York, who is in what may be 
said to be achrysalis state of Abolitionism, and 
is graduaily softening, and becoming encouraged 
by the regularly-avowed Abolitionists, might be 
soon found, after the patronage of the President 
is entirely disposed of, and all the inducements 
for men to belie and falsify their humanity have 
passed—I say, when such men might be found 
gradually softening until they are dissolved in 
the political cess-pool of their Abolitionism, I think 
itis at least impolitic, not to say ungenerous, on 
the part of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Gip- 
pincs| to have met these attempts which the Softs 
of New York have been so studiously making, 
when freed from the contaminating influences of 
political partisans, to renew the coalition which 
they once formed with them in 1848. (Laughter. ] 
Now, sir, the other day a couple of gentlemen 
stood upon this floor gratuitously to vindicate an 
Administration which has not been assailed in this 
House. They thought to draw the true men of 
New York from their position into an attack upon 
this Administration—which they never have con- 
templated; but we have proved ourselves too good 
tacticians to be caught by that dodge. It was not 
a little strange, it was not a little ominous, that 
this gratuitous, this uncalled-for defense of the 
Administration, should have come from men—the 
one a Free-Soiler and the other a Whig—both 
opposed to the principles on which #ranklin 
Pierce was whirled into the White House. Sir, 
when the time comes—and it has not come yet— 
New York will utter her voice; but, thus far, I, 
and those who coéperate with me, have sat in our 
seats like orderly and respectable citizens, and 
like quiet and sincere Christians. [Laughter.] 

We have sat still and watched and prayed, and 
the result of it has been a beautiful quarrel be- 
tween the Abolitionists of the strongest grade and 
the incipient A bolitionists—a quarrel which I have 
no disposition to spoil. (Laughter ] But, sir, 
let.me tell this House that when the time does 
come for New York to speak—when the time 
arrives for the true Democracy of New York to 
tell the Administration, or this House, or the 
country, what they think of its course, New 
York will speak in language that will.admit of no 
two interpretations. New York will speak in lan- 
guage that nobody will misunderstand. Until 
that happy day arrives, I shall content myself 
with returning to my quiet and orderly position. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania, obtained the 
floor, but yielded it to 

Mr. RIDDLE, who moved that the committee 
do now rise. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the 
Speaker having resumed the chair, the chairman 
(Mr. Orr) reported that the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union had had under 
consideration the state of the Union generally, 
and particularly the annual message of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, and had come to no 
conclusion thereon, 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana, 

The House then adjourned until to-morrow. 


’ 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, December 22, 1853. 
Prayer by the Rev. Witttiam H. Mivesurw. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore appointed Messrs. | 
Hamuin, Tomson, of New Jersey, Dawson, 
Pearce, and J ounson, the select committee to con- 
sider the bill **to provide for the ascertainment 
and satisfaction of the claims of American citi- 
zens for spoliations committed by the French prior 
to the 3lst day of July, in the year 1801.” 


CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS. 


Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I wish, be- 
fore the call for petitions, to submit a motion 
which I believe 1s even now in order. It is in 
respect to the adjournment over. As next Sun- 
day will be Christmas day, and as Monday will 
be devoted to the usual Christmas festivities, in- 
stead of submitting the usual motion for an ad- 
journment over from Thursday to Monday, I 
move that when the Senate adjourns to-morrow, it 
will adjourn to meet on Tuesday next. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. FISH presented the petition of the heirs 
of Captain John Burnham, asking indemnity for 
losses sustained by their father during his cap- 
tivity in Algiers; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. EVANS presented the petition of A. V. 
Toomer and others, praying remuneration for a 
church destroyed by the British army in the war 
of the Revolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


Mr.SEWARD. I move that the memorial and 
papers in the case of Horace Southmayd & Son, 
of New York, praying the return of duties im- | 
posed on a cargo of goods imported into Mexico | 
during the late war, be withdrawn from the files 
and referred to the Committee on Finance. Iam 
requested by the applicants to say that this me- 
morial has been for six years before the Senate of 
the United States. It has every year been refer- 
red to the appropiate committee, but has never yet 
been reported upon. I take the freedom, there- | 
fore, under the circumstances of the case, to invite 
to it the attention of the Committee on Finance. | 

Leave wus granted. 


On motion by Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, ‘That the papers in the ease of the heirs of John 
Morgan, deceased, be withdrawn from the files, and refer- 
red to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Albert G, Howell be with- 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the 
Committee on Private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Darby be with 
drawn from the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JAMES, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of Abigail Staf- | 
ford be withdrawn from the files, and referred to the Com- 


inittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion by Mr. JAMES, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers of James H. | 


West, of Bristol, Rhode Island, be withdrawn from the 
files, and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. JAMES, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of William Jones, Jate of || 
Massachusetts, and the papers in the case of Elizabeth Ar- | 


nold, of Pawtucket, Rhode Island, be withdrawn from the 
files of the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

On motion by Mr. MASON, it was 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Lieutenant 


William D. Porter be withdrawn from the files, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


On motion by Mr. DAWSON, it was 


Ordered, That the papers in the case of B. Piemont and 
Max Woodhull, be withdrawn from the files of the Senate, 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


On motion by Mr. BENJAMIN, it was 


Ordered, That the petition and papers relative to the 


claim of Priscilla Prewett, be withdrawn from the files of | 
the Senate, and referred to the Conunittee on Private Land | 


Claims. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I move that the papers, 


| petitions, and memorials on the files of the Senate, 


|| Mr. GWIN. 


i ae Dec. 22, 

which were presented during the last C 

relating to the bill granting further remedi 

entees, may be withdrawn from the files, and re- 

ferred to the Committee on Patents and the Patent 

Office, to which the bill was referred. 
The motien was agreed to. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Mr. CLAY, from the Committee on Claims to 
which was referred the memorial of Hodges & 
Ladsdale, and the legal representatives of Rinaldo 
Johnson, and of Ann E. Johnson, submitted a 
report, accompanied by a bill for their relief: which 
was read and passed to a second reading, and the 
report was ordered to be printed. F 

Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Miji- 
tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Richard M. Boughton, George Wright, and the 
widow of Marvin W. Fisher, reported a bill for 
their relief; which was read, and ordered to a sec. 
ond reading. 

He also, from’ the same committee, to which 
was referred a bill to reimburse the Common 
Council of New York city for expenditures made 
for the first regiment of New York volunteers, re- 
ported the bill back, and recommended its pas- 
sage. 
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OFFICERS OF THE SENATE. 
Mr. MASON. | offer the following resolution. 


Resolved, Thata select committee be appointed to take 
into consideration the several resolutions and orders of the 
Senate providing for the appointinent and prescribing the 
duties of its officers, to report rules and regulations, fixing 
the number of such officers and subordinates, classifying 
them and fixing their compensation, prescribing the mode 
of appointmeut and dismissal from office, and effecting such 
organization generally, as better to insure their responsibil- 
ity and efficiency; the committee to consist of three mem- 
bers, to be appointed by the President pro tempore. 

At the last session, it will be remembered that 
I intimated a purpose to offer a resolution of this 
character at the commencement of the present 
session. I have been satisfied, after some inquiry 
and some experience, that the organization of the 
corps of officers of this body requires some in- 
vestigation and remodeling. I do not propose to 
ask for the consideration of the resolution now, as 
it will be printed, as a matter of course, and | pre- 
sume the Senate will take it into consideration at 
an early day after the first of January. 

Mr. DAWSON. Why not consider it now? 

Mr. MASON. If there be no objection, | 
would be glad to have it considered now. 

Mr. GWIN. Is the resolution now on its pas- 
sage? 

Mr. MASON. I stated, when the Senator was 
not present, that I had no disposition to urge its 
consideration now; but Senators suggested that 
t should be acted upon at the present time. 

Mr. GWIN. I prefer that it should lie over 
for a day for further consideration, though I do 
not know that [ have the least objection to it. 
However. I will not be alone in making objec- 
tions to its consideration now. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

POST OFFICE ORDERS. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following reso- 

lution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Ofhce and 
Post Roads be directed to consider the expediency of pro- 
viding for the convenience and security of remittances 
abroad in small sums, by authorizing orders or dratts from 
our post office on foreign post offices with which it is in 
correspondence, constituting an international system of post 
office orders. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to. 
AMENDMENT TO SENATE RULES. 

Mr. BADGER gave notice of his intention to 
introduce a resolution to amend the 48th rule of 
the Senate. 

WIDOW OF CAPTAIN GUNNISON. 

Mr. CASS. I have a resolution to propose, to 
the consideration of which, at this time, | hope 
there will be no objection. It is one waich should 
claim our immediate attention. It is as follows: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of granting a pension to the 


widow of Captain Gunnison, late of the Army, and recently 


killed by the Indians in Utah while in the performance of 
his duty. 

Mr.GWIN. Were there not other persons 
massacred on the occasion alluded to in the reso- 
lution ? 

Mr. CASS. I believe so. 


Will it not-be necessary, if they 
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